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Redeemer University College's staging of Lady Windermere's Fan featured a remarkably aden nsrifhat memorably 
demonstrated that, although the play originally debuted more than 100 years ago, it continues to Be a relevant 
masterpiece laced with discourse that is just as humorous as it is thought provoking. First performed in 1892 in London, 
England, Oscar Wilde’s play was construed as a critical yet witty jab at the social norms and ideals that governed (or 
misgoverned) the behaviour of middle and upper class society during the latter years of the Victorian period. Page 8 
features reviews from both insiders and audience members. They capture the lasting influence of Wilde’s keen intellect 


and Redeemer’s well-staged exhibition. 


Senior Students’ Art Enthralls Viewers 


“Foretaste VIII,” Acrylic on paper, by Diana Fraser 


Year-End Coffeehouse 
Thursday, April 14 * 10 p.m. 


JOEL RUSTHOVEN 


Characteristics of 
human life depicted in 
art form 


BY JOEL RUSTHOVEN 


In the great art department tradition 
of ages gone by, four of Redeemer’s se- 
nior art students—Rod Snoek, Kristen 
Miedema, Diana Fraser, and Sam 
Martin—once again emerged from the ar- 
cane seclusion of the art studio to publicly 
display the fruits of their craft. 

March 18 marked the opening of the ex- 


hibit that drew a throng that neared about 
80 people at its zenith, making quick 
work of the cheese and cracker spread. 
Throughout the evening, the crowd of art 
lovers commingled with one another and 


with the art to the sounds of Spanish gui- 
tar and duleet ja7z melodies performed 
live by a three-person band. 

Around 8 p.m., Professor Chris Cuthill 


introduced the four artists, and he charac- 
terized their work as “grappling with is- 
sues of faith and our fallenness.” Then the 
artists were given an opportunity to speak 
individually about their art and to bestow 
a few words of thanks to those who had 


encouraged and supported them spiritu- 
ally, emotionally, and financially. 

Rod Snoek’s collection was titled Not 
because of anything we have done and com- 
prised five larger-than-life sculptures of 
steel rebar twisted into human shapes, all 
in visible states of anguish, Each sculpture 
was undeniably moving. Owing, to skill- 
ful bending Of steel that transformed the 
lifeless metal rods into the subtle curves 
of human figures, their skeletal limbs pro- 
jected the weakness of flesh. 


SEE “ART,” PAGE 9 


God bless on your 


exams! 


Students Train to 


Cycle Across Canada 


Cyclists celebrate 100-year 
anniversary of CRC 


BY MICAH VANDIJK 


Since the weather has start- 
ed to get warmer, you've 
probably noticed a few peo- 
ple cycling around campus 
and in the countryside. We 
are training to cycle across 
the second largest country 
in the world, Canada. If we 
were planning on crossing 
Holland, little training would 
be necessary, But mountain- 
ous terrain and 7,140 km 
make this tour something to 
train for! 

We encounter mixed re- 
actions when we tell people 
about our summer adven- 
ture. Some people are excited 
for us, but most question our 
sanity and ask, “Why?!” Well, 
whether or not you would 
want to join us, the Sea-to-Sea 
bike tour is about more than 
bicycles; it is an exciting way 
to celebrate and serve. 

Carrie’ Vaiy" Dorp and I, 
Micah VanDijk, have the 
privilege of representing our 
church on the Sea-to-Sea with 
the CRC bike tour. We will 
start in Vancouver on June 
22 and will make our way to 
Halifax by September 4. I am 
very excited about this bike 
tour because I can’t think of 
a better way to unite with 
fellow churchgoers to cele- 
brate 100 years of the CRC in 
Canada, 

Over 160 people are cur- 
rently signed up to cycle the 
entire, or part of, the dis- 
tance. Imagine seeing 160 
cyclists biking through the 
mountains, across the prai- 
ries, through Quebec, and 
into the Maritimes. What an 
awesome opportunity for 
witness; those who drive by 
will wonder what our group 
represents. 

The anniversary celebra- 
tion of the CRC is not just 
for the cyclists though. The 
celebration is for all those 
who are affiliated or familiar 
with the CRC. Every week, 
we will stop in a city along 
the route and, along with all 
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Students Carrie VanDorp and Micah VanDijk 


those in the local area, we will 
praise God for the 100 years 
He has blessed the Christian 


Reformed Church in Canada. 
We'll be celebrating in 
Abbotsford, Kamloops, 


Calgary, Regina, Winnipeg, 
Thunder Bay, Guelph, 
Ottawa, and Halifax. If you 
live in the area, you should 
come to one of these servic- 
es. | am glad that the orga- 
nizers of this tour realize that 
we must also look forward as 
we celebrate the past. That 
is why the tour is a perfect 
opportunity to raise money 
for planting new churches 
across Canada. The hope is 
that 25 new churches will be 
started in the next five years. 
The funds raised by the par- 
ticipating churches will par- 
tially cover the costs of these 
churches. 

I am also very excited that 
organizers of the Sea-to-Sea 
tour are trying to raise enough 
corporate support to pay for 
all the cyclists’ expenses dur- 
ing the tour. My sponsoring 
church, Fellowship CRC, is 
very excited about this oppor- 
tunity. I've already been sur- 
rounded by a team of eager 
volunteers who have come 
up with many exciting ideas 
to raise these funds for new 
churches. 

If you are interested in 
making a donation for these 
new churches, please talk to 
Carrie Van Dorp or Micah 
VanDijk. No donation is too 
small, and tax receipts are 
available. 

As the school year comes to 
a close and we go in our sepa- 
rate directions across Canada, I 
invite everyone to visit us as we 
cycle through your area during 
the summer. If you talk to either 
Carrie or me, we can get you a 
copy of the route that we will 
take, which gives precise times 
and distances that we will trav- 
el. To learn more about this tour 
as well, check out the website 
www,seatosea.org. And wave 
to us the next time you see us 
ride through campus. € 4 


€ naar? 


Vv Universi 


TOM DEELSTRA 


will participate in the Sea to Sea bike tour this summer, 
beginning in Vancouver on June 22 and arriving in Halifax 
by September 4. The tour is a celebration of 100 years of the 
CRC, and funds raised will go to planting new churches 


across Canada. 


Immigrants Concert 


Saturday, April 16 * 8 p.m 


This year’s Crown 

. Staff enjoys a 
rare moment 

of relaxation: 

Jen Weening, 
Jacqueline 

’ Donkersloot, 
Brianna Hammer, 
Craig Vanderveen, 
Andrea Hensen, 
Jason Duermeyer, 
and Steve 
Veldkamp. 
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Staff, Contributors, and Readers 
Made This Year’s Crown a Success 


Editorial 


BY JENNIFER WEENING 


It seemed for a while that spring would 
never arrive: blizzards in April?! Not unless 
they’re from Dairy Queen, thank you very 
much! The weather this past weekend, how- 
ever, did finally allow for one of those much- 
missed Dairy Queen Blizzards, an outing with 
my housemates that served as a nice break 
from those end-of-the-year papers, 

The warm weather, the feeling of handing 
in your last paper of the semester, the begin- 
ning stages of packing up for the summer— 
it’s hard not to be excited for the four months 
of (relative) relaxation that await you. But the 
end of the school year also brings a sense of 
retrospect that is hard to avoid as you wonder 
whether you made the most of your year in 
your relationships, in academic work, and in 
extracurricular activities. 

The retrospection becomes even more diffi- 
cult, | think, as you get on in years and gradu- 
ation looms closer. For me, this is my last year 
at Redeemer. Next September will find me in 
Paris, France, to finish off my double major. 
The thought of not returning next year makes 
these “lasts” seem even more final. 

This is the last Crown of the year. When I 
was hired as Editor-in-Chief last April, I nev- 
er thought this moment would come—though 
there were several instances this year when | 
wished it would! The task I dreaded most 
about this job was writing editorials, and now 
I have finally come to that elusive goal: my 
last editorial. I could use it, I suppose, to say 
all those things I never dared to say before, 
but instead, I want to use it to thank all those 
who have made The Crown this year what it 
was. Without my writers, photographers, and 
staff, The Crown could not have been success- 
ful. 

My first editorial was a call to get involved, 
written partially because I was worried I'd 
never find enough content to fill twelve is- 
sues. Of course, as my wonderful staff re- 
minded me time and again, I often found too 
much, and we had to start cutting articles! 
To all those who wrote so willingly, thank 
you. Without you, there would have been no 
Crown. A special thank you goes to those writ- 
ers graduating this year: Dan Postma, Rich 
Greydanus, Rob Joustra, Sam Martin, Heidi 
Ellens, and Simon LeSieur. We will miss your 
contributions. 

A newspaper would be visually unappeal- 
ing without pictures, and so thank you to all 
the photographers on the photography team, 


as well as to everyone else who contributed 
pictures throughout the year, especially at the 
last minute! 

Finally, thank you to the Crown staff, with- 
out whom this year’s Crown would not have 
happened. Unfortunately, due to lack of space 
(insert ridicule from staff here), we were 
not able to do the feature I had hoped to do 
about those working on the paper in the back- 
ground, but I will introduce them here; since 
they all deserve mentioning by name. 

Jason Duermeyer and Brianna Hammer, 
copy editor and assistant copy editor, respec- 
tively, made certain that each issue was as er- 
ror-free as possible. Jason, who will take on 
the role of Editor-in-Chief next year, also de- 
veloped a Crown stylebook in order to ensure 
consistency from year to year. Brianna will try 
her hand at layout next year. 

If you've ever stopped in the Crown office 
on a Monday before publication, you have 
probably seen Jacqueline Donkersloot slaving 
away on the computer, laying out the news- 
paper. This year, she was able to experiment 
with new layout techniques, which added va- 
riety and clarity to the newspaper. Graduating 
in May, she will move with her husband to 
New Mexico in the summer. 

Andrea Hensen served as the art director 
this year and was responsible for editing all of 
the images, making sure that all pictures were 
printable and perfect. Although we didn’t 
always have good pictures to work 
Andrea did her best to keep the paper as ff 
of images as possible. Next year, Andrea will 
be returning as a part-time student. 

Steve Veldkamp, the digital editor, worked 
hard this year as we made hardware up- 
grades in the office and as he added forums 
on the Crown website. He was especially suc- 
cessful at dealing with a nearly computer-illit- 
erate editor. Steve will be graduating this year 
and he hopes to land a job in his field of com- 
puter science. 

Craig Vanderveen, our managing editor this 
year, worked at establishing and maintaining 
relationships with our various advertisers, 
and he took care of all of the financial aspects 
of running a newspaper. Craig deserves my 
apologies as well, as the extra content that I 
kept commissioning made it difficult for us to 
stay under budget. Next year, Craig will serve 
as the treasurer of Student Senate. 

Without these people, The Crown would not 
have been possible and my sanity would have 
been lost a long time ago. Thank you for all 
your hard work this year. 

To all those who read The Crown, thank you 
for your continued support. May you all have 
a blessed exam period and a wonderful, relax- 
ing summer! € * 
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It’s a dirty job, but 
someone’s gotta do it. 


The Institute for Christian Studies is a graduate school in interdisciplinary 
philosophy offering students a unique experience of academic community 
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COMPILED BY ALBERT POSTMA 


Engaging God's World: A Christian Vision of Faith, Learning, 
and Living by Cornelius Plantinga. This book is an excellent 
introduction to a Reformed Christian Worldview that students 

from all disciplines will appreciate. ” 


DEREK SCHUURMAN, COMPUTER SCIENCE 


“* T suggest the Grimm Brothers’ collection of Folk and Faerie Fare. 
In these you'll read about the bared human heart and its condition 
of anguish, desire, laughter, and war. You'll also read about the 
necessities of life’s journey through the dark wood: courage, 
generosity, compassion and obedience. And finally, you'll find 
out there is Magic in the world, Deep Magic. Unexpected and 
everywhere, there is Wonder lurking. ” 


JOANNA KUYVENHOVEN, EDUCATION 


“* Calvin Seerveld’s Rainbows for a Fallen World. ”” 
CHRIS CUTHILL, ART 


“ 


I think I'd say a novel by the late-Victorian novelist Thomas 
Hardy, either Tess of the D’Ubervilles or The Mayor of Casterbridge, 
because Hardy was a man who lost his Christian faith but wished 
he hadn‘t. He still believed in many Christian values, but God 
to him was unjust and uncaring, a God who plays games with 
people. I think reading such a novel is a really helpful way for 
Christian students to get inside the skin of people who don’t 
believe, and to understand such a worldview by feeling it, rather 

than just being told about it. 
DEBORAH BOWEN, ENGLISH 


“* My vote goes to Augustine’s Confessions, which made a 
‘profound impression on me when I was a first-year student in a 
rn Christian college (Calvin). ~~ 


THEODORE PLANTINGA, PHILOSOPHY 


“* The Bible--for obvious resons! And be sure to read “The 
Apocrypha” too. The books in it are accepted as Biblical canon 
by our brothers and sisters in Roman Catholicism and in eastern 

Orthodoxy. 


JAMES PAYTON, HISTORY 
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The Good, the Bad, and the Enraging 


A post-mortem 
on attending 
Redeemer for 

five years 


BY DAN POSTMA 


Finally, we're crossing the 
threshold. I and my fourth 
and fifth-year colleagues will 
wake up on a Sunday in late 
May with a significant cere- 
monious upgrade under our 
belts, Hooray, suddenly we're 
adults, and suddenly we're 
able Christian leaders, and 
all we had to do was wade 
through enough courses to 
get some new letters in our 
name! 

I claim no 20/20 hindsight 
in looking back on my years 
at Redeemer. Instead, | can of- 
fer only one person’s narrative 
on the joys and struggles, the 
celebrated and the inane, of a 
student's career here. Join me 
in a broad tour; peanuts and 
(of course) non-alcoholic bev- 
erages will be served. 


Top Five Things I Will Miss 

1) Late nights and sleep- 
ing in. Actually, I’ve pretty 
much missed those days since 
second year. It’s a serious 
shame that most of real life 
doesn’t afford the opportuni- 
ty to play poker or Playstation 


into the wee hours, to bond 
with dormies while watching 
the sunrise from a sheltered 
porch, and then to sleep until 
(or through) afternoon class. 
Enjoy the surreality while 
you can. 

2) Getting money from the 
government. Ahh, to have all 
my life funded by taxpayers 
would be true bliss. Maybe I 
should consider a long stint in 
a minimum security prison. 

3) A diverse but united 
community, It’s unlikely that 
I'll ever again enjoy living 
and working within such a 
diverse community that is so 
like-minded —sharing similar 
goals, savouring similar joys, 
suffering similar struggles, 
professing the same Lord. 
While the insulation of same- 
ness can numb one to the real 
world, its broad comforting 
and maturing influence can 
open young adults to new 
levels of self-esteem and lead- 
ership. 

4) Daily variety and flex- 
ibility, A different class 
schedule every day; scads of 
athletic, musical, theatrical, 
and other extracurricular op- 
portunities available to break 
the routine; common oppor- 
tunities to worship—lucky is 
the graduate who finds such 
blessings in a_nine-to-five 
world! 

5) Believers at every turn. 
There are no Christian super- 
stars on our campus. Everyone 


suffers doubt, everyone strug- 
gles with purpose and calling, 
everyone lives through ups 
and downs in lives of faith. 
But once I leave this place, it 
will be hard to not have in ev- 
ery meeting, at every dinner 
out, at every event and on ev- 
ery trip, peers who cry “I do 
believe; help me overcome 
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24) 


Top 5 Things I Won’t Miss 

1) Sleepless weeks in 
December and April. Unless 
you're among the disciplined 
few, you know the kind of 
desperate, hazy fatigue I’m 
talking about. I pity those 
aiming for careers like, say, 
accountants or Santa Clauses. 
The rest of us will enjoy hav- 
ing our workload spaced 
evenly across the year. 

2) Owing money to the 
government. At least for me, 
life as a student has seemed, 
at times, like a spending spree, 
with loyal Ontario always 
picking up the tab, Wow; that 
debt is going to hurt well into 
my retirement years. 

3) Finding parking; 
sketchy and _ overpriced 
Williams food; a fitful inter- 
net; a 400° computer lab; self- 
locking dorm doors; slobs for 
dorm mates; dorm inspec- 
tions; a dry campus; class- 
rooms without windows; 
mailbox spam... I'm sorry, I 
really should stop. 

4) ...a dismal library; mis- 


Facing Your Future in God's Hands 


Discovering 
what you were 
made to do can 

be a bumpy 

street 


BY JANINE SIEMENS 


Do you ever find yourself 
asking the difficult question, 
“What do I want to do with 
the rest of my life?” 

You have most likely come 
to realize that discovering 
what you want to do is not 
as easy as you once thought 
it would be. As a child, you 
probably had great ambi- 
tions, but as time proceeded, 
you likely realized that those 
ambitions would be hard to 
fulfill. 

Formerly, you did not quite 
understand why that grown 
up was staring at you in such 
a humorous way after you 
had just revealed your life’s 
plans. It was as if they knew 
something that you did not, 
and then you knew that you 
wanted to prove to them even 
more that you could achieve 
your ambitions. 

Not everyone goes through 
life with the same goal in 
mind. With experience comes 
the realization that maybe 
your goal is too idealistic or 
farfetched. Or maybe you'll 
just come to understand that 
you want to do something 
else. I think that it is a combi- 


nation of them all. 

Some people assume that, 
once you are in university, 
you have everything figured 
out, but that is not necessar- 
ily true for everyone. In fact, 
there are more people con- 
fused about their futures than 
we realize. People experience 
stress because they have no 
idea what they are pursuing, 
and in all honesty, to make 
such a decision is undoubt- 
edly a stressful choice, 

It is really easy to “say” 
that you are going to live each 
day to the fullest while wait- 
ing for your destination to be 
revealed to you. But that is 
“easier said than done.” It is 
difficult to be patient when 
you are trying to figure out 
your future. What makes it 
even more challenging is the 
fact that we have so many op- 
tions to choose from. 

Another factor that comes 
into play for some people is 
the cost of the education. It 
is very stressful when some- 
one does not know what they 
are going to do when so much 
money is being put towards 


At the same time, it is im- 
portant to experiment to see 
what you love doing and to 
find out what kinds of gifts 
the Lord has blessed you 


read copy cards; a power- 
less student government; 
newspaper articles on cof- 
feehouses; argumentative 
loudmouths in class; an au- 
ditorium as lively as a crypt; 
malicious speed bumps; un- 
even tinder box dorms... 
Really, this is getting out of 
hand. | do apologize for all 
this. 
5) ...a crumbling academ- 
ic building; textbooks more 
expensive than cars; uppity 
conference services; tuition 
high enough to fund space 
exploration; inane curfews; 
worthless laundry facilities... 
Someone get me off the micro- 
phone, please! Okay, at least 
it’s out of my system now. 


Top 5 Tips for Freshmen 

1) Try not to think about 
your future debt. For one 
thing, penny-pinchers won't 
last three minutes in the claws 
of the business department 
or the bookstore, so if you're 
hesitant with the chequebook, 
you can anticipate a career in 
hamburger service or sewer 
maintenance. But more im- 
portantly, allowing the pros- 
pect of a five-figure debt to 
dictate your social adventures 
will seriously cripple your en- 


joyment of life as a student. 
It would be best not to think 
about it and simply have a 


good time. Oh, and ignore 
point two above, “Owing 
money to the government.” 
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with to use for Him and oth- | 
ers. It can also be difficult to | 
be open, especially when you | 
think that God is leading you | i 
in one direction and it turns ian 


out He was leading you to 


2) Acquire a taste for cof- 
fee. Caffeine is a wondrous 
substance, and it’s the bringer 
of great joy. It will be instru- 
mental to your staying awake 
in those brutal introductory 
philosophy and science cours- 
es, and it will serve you well 
when you're writing papers 
(and Crown articles) late into 
the night. 

3) Save up fora car, or pray 
that Redeemer’s bus access 
gets better. In any case, find 
ways to travel off campus in 
your early years at Redeemer, 
and even more important- 
ly, live off campus as soon as 
you can, The same features 
you love about on-campus 
life, such as close-knit friends 
and a walking-distance social 
life, will be clawing at your 
soul by about November of 
your first year, and you will 
need regular gulps of non- 
Redeemer air to survive. (Not 
that Hamilton exactly offers 
pristine, beautiful scenery, but 
you take what you can get.) 

4) Learn tolerance, or 
buy tranquilizers—for your 
housemates or, if necessary, 
for yourself. If you can’t han- 
dle persistently dirty dishes, 
inconsiderate movie and mu- 
sic volumes, disputes over 
chores, suspicious and bizarre 
dorm dinners, or snoring 
roommates, dorm life is going 
to chew you up like field mice 
in a rotary mower (no doubt 
with similar bloodshed). If 


petty, domestic squabbles 
drive you to violence, con- 
sider tenting in the back for- 
ty once a week or investing in 
Valium and NyQuil intrave- 
nous drips. 

5) You get out what you 
put in. Seriously, now: if you 
live by this maxim, your time 
at Redeemer will be far richer. 
You can coast through your 
classes, learn only what you 
need to know to pass exams, 
get your letter grade, and es- 
cape this place with your pre- 
cious diploma and little else. 
But if you open your eyes to 
opportunities in student lead- 
ership, in extra-curricular 
arts, in athletics, in Bible stud- 
ies, in campus employment, 
and most of all, in passionate 
learning from professors and 
disciplines you like, you will 
be much better prepared for 
service in the broken world. 

Understand that a bache- 
lor’s degree from Redeemer 
is not worth solid gold in the 
real world and that, more- 
over, Redeemer is not in the 
business of selling framed 
papers to scientists, artists, 
and teachers who have man- 
aged to get through forty 
courses. Being a Christian 
student means learning per- 
spective, gaining purpose, 


becoming a leader, and be- 
coming, a witness. Cruise con- 
trol is a savage plague on this 
campus; get engaged and 
stay healthy. « 
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through that change, God is 
moving within your life. 

So, what should we do as 
we wait and experiment? We 
should pray. Prayer is such a 
positive aspect in our lives. 
Prayer is powerful, and it is 
our way of communicating 
with our loving Father. And 
just because we do not get an 
answer right away does not 
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and for your whole self tobe He is the One who knows showin up I didn’t change have to hand because I don’t 
open to what God is leading what is best for us, and. that is a little bit the water for it in and you study. 
you to. truly a great comfort. ¢ ? late so I can the whole don’t have to ne 
f walk straight week. It got do it. 
It is really easy to “say” that you are going to live each thee en a et eee by > 
day to the fullest while waiting for your destination to speech an > 
er : , Waiting in 
be revealed to you. But it is difficult to be patient when | the AtkTetic 
ou are tryi Centre. 
y trying to figure out your future. Tardiness is 
a Virtue in 
= exams. 
Faith Justice Politics ’ : ) 
pat ay ._ 
p ‘yt : LORRAINE EVAN FUSILIER, 
* visit us at www.cpj.ca HULTINK SECOND YEAR 
* support the work of social justice ou speak out his. Sate % 
pga by becoming a member y P I go naked to 
310 for students) At exam time, all my exams. 
the Catalyst aliabhe in lib I like to work And then I run 
a ee available in your library out. It keeps around a lot. 
‘la on a Hi. the adrenaline » 
oe 3 | flowing. 
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Introducing Next Year’s Senate 


Sam Frisk, President 

Year: 3 

Major/Minor: Theatre/English 
From: St. Catherines, Ontario 
How he likes his hot dogs: 
with chili, cheese, mustard, 


and onions—"the _ stinkiest 


hot dog possible.” 


Sam Frisk’s past experience 
here at Redeemer includes 
serving as activities chair for 
two consecutive years. He 
brings this experience, as well 
as his good people skills, to 
the role of president. Frisk has 
established a good relation- 
ship with Redeemer adminis- 
tration, which is an important 
part of the president's posi- 
tion. 


Josiah Bokma, Academic 
Senate Representative 

Year: 2 

Major/Minor: Humanities/ 
Classical Studies (Pre- 
Seminary) 

From: Nova Scotia 

How he likes his hot dogs: he 
doesn’t. But he has been sky- 
diving twice—from 12,000 
feet! 


Here at Redeemer, Josiah 
Bokma is involved with the 
Pulse Team, and he initiat- 
ed a pre-seminary group. He 
wants to be stretched and 
challenged in his role as the 
academic senate representa- 
tive, and he looks forward to 
receiving feedback from stu- 
dents regarding school life— 
including potential course 
offerings. Bokma is approach- 
ing this position with excite- 
ment and humility, desiring 
to do his best to represent the 
student body. 


BY JAKE BELDER & 
AARON VERHOEF 


SUMATRA 

An earthquake on March 
28, registered at 8.7 on the 
Richter scale, caused more 
damage than expected to 
the Southeast Asian island 
of Sumatra. The United 
Nations has confirmed that 
more than 500 people are 


dead, but fears are that this 
number is closer to 1,000. 
Towns have been left abso- 


lutely devastated, leaving 
thousands of people home- 
less. Humanitarian aid con- 
tinues to flow to the country 
to help with relief, especially 
after another earthquake in 
the region just this weekend. 


RWANDA 
The main Hutu rebel 
group in Rwanda has an- 


Natalie Armstrong, Vice- 
President 


Year: 2 

Major/Minor: Honours 
English/French, Physical 
Education 

From: Mooretown, Ontario 
How she likes her hot dogs: 
with the works—"go big or 
go home, as Dr. Payton’s t- 
shirt says!” 


Natalie Armstrong has pre- 
viously served on Student 
Senate as a first-year senator 
in 2003-2004 and as a general 
senator during the current ac- 
ademic year. She says her gifts 
include a strong administra- 
tive ability and interpersonal 
skills, and she feels prepared 
to tackle the position of vice- 
president. 


Louizandre Dauphin, 
General Senator 

Year: 2 

Major/Minor: English/ 
Physical Education 

From: Ancaster, Ontario 
How he likes his hot dogs: 
he doesn’t. “You don’t know 
what's in them!” 


Louis Dauphin’s past expe- 
rience includes co-founding 
and heading the McMaster 
Breakdancing Society, in ad- 
dition to acting as vice-pres- 
ident of advertising and 
promotions for the Social 
Sciences Society, also locat- 
ed at McMaster University. 
A long-term resident of 
Ancaster, he looks forward to 
increasing Redeemer’s com- 
munity involvement, and he 
also looks forward to an en- 
joyable and productive expe- 
rience working with the other 
members of Senate. 


has Causédii\ constant 

sion betW@é@tinthe*Rwandan 
and Congolese governments. 
In the last invasion in 1998, 
over 3 million people were 
killed in a war that involved 
six neighboring countries. 
They have been accused of 
consistently causing instabil- 
ity in the eastern part of the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, a war-torn area in 
which the United Nations is 
attempting to establish secu- 
rity. Rwandan government 
officials have stated that they 
are ready to receive the reb- 
els back into the country, and 
they must face justice. 


ZIMBABWE 
The country’s election took 
place last Thursday, the main 
opponents for leadership be- 


Craig Vanderveen, Treasurer 
Year: 2 

Majors: Business, Political 
Science 

From: Carman, Manitoba 
How he likes his hot dogs: 
he doesn’t. “Who likes hot 
dogs?” 


This year Craig Vanderveen 
served as the managing edi- 
tor of The Crown, in addition 
to volunteering both with 
Thursday Kidz Club and with 
the winter Mainstage produc- 
tion, along with taking part in 
Tae Kwan Do and his church's 
Young Peoples Society. 
Vanderveen brings a lot of 
experience to the position of 
treasurer and is organized, 
motivated, and creative. But 
he feels that what is most 
important is that he is con- 
servative when it comes to 
managing money. 


Victoria Klassen, General 
Senator 

Year: 1 

Major/Minor: Biology/ 
Chemistry 

From: Fort Erie, Ontario 

How she likes her hot dogs: 
bun only, with lots of ketchup 


Victoria Klassen has got- 
ten involved in Redeemer by 
playing badminton, helping 
out at Kidz Club, and attend- 
ing the retreats, in addition 
to participating in the 30- 
Hour Famine. Such involve- 
ment has “made her year,” 
and through her work for the 
Senate, she hopes other peo- 
ple will get involved too. She 
looks forward to bringing cre- 
ative ideas to the Senate and 
sparking the student body’s 
interest in its activities. 


ing current President Robert 
Mugabe against new com- 
petitor Tsvangirai. Mugabe 
has held a 25-year domina- 
tion of the office, and has 
been accused of rigging elec- 
tion polls in the last sever- 
al elections. The European 
Union and United States 
have already made allega- 
tions that the vote is fixed in 
this year’s election. 5.8 mil- 
lion people have registered 
to vote, but some suggest 
that hundreds of thousands 
of them could be what 
they call “ghost voters,” ei- 
ther duplicates or names of 
dead people. Mugabe, who 
has been president since 
Zimbabwe's independence 
from Britain in 1980, has said 
that if Tsvangirai is to get into 
power, then the country will 
once again become a British 
puppet state. « * 


Stacey Collie, Secretary 

Year: 1 

Major/Minor: Psychology/ 
Missions 

From: Thunder Bay, Ontario 
How she likes her hot dogs: 
without a bun and with lots 
of ketchup—”the best hot 
dogs are at [Nippissing] 
Thunderwolves games!” 


Stacey Collie has _previ- 
ously served on the Student 
Senate as a first-year senator. 
She has also been involved 
with the Activities Committee 
and Kidz Club. Collie looks 
forward both to contribut- 
ing all that she can to the 
Senate and to supporting the 
Activities and SASC commit- 
tees, who put on events. She 
also looks forward to seeing 
how everyone on the Senate 
will work together in the com- 
ing year and to welcoming the 
next generation of first-year 
senators. 
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Jacoba Graham, General 
Senator 

Year: 1 

Major/Minor: Education 
Program 

From: Port Colborne, Ontario 
How she likes her hot dogs: 
burnt, without a bun 


Jacoba Graham has served 
as a first-year senator this 
past year, as well as a first- 
year photographer, in addi- 
tion to her involvement with 
Redeemer’s intramurals. She 
feels that her experience has 
well-prepared her for the 
general senator position, and 
she hopes to contribute to 
Redeemer’s sense of commu- 
nity, uniting students young 
and old, on-campus and off. 


Tom Deelstra, Activities 
Chair 

Year: 1 

Major: Religion and 
Theology 

From: Sarnia, Ontario 

How he likes his hot dogs: 
with bread, no bun. 


Tom Deelstra has been 
“heavily” involved with in- 
tramurals this year, in ad- 
dition to working with the 
A-Team, introducing future 
students to what Redeemer 
has to offer. He counts strong 
leadership and organization- 
al skills among his assets, and 
he looks forward to creating 
a broader sense of commu- 
nity on campus. He is eager 
to undertake the new role 
and is looking forward to an 
“all-new experience” with 
the Senate. 


Kevin Lobert, General 
Senator 

Year: 1 

Major/Minor: Theatre Arts/ 
English 

From: Edmonton, Alberta 
How he likes his hot dogs: 
“One bite at a time.” 


Kevin Lobert has been very 
active in his first year, having 
been involved in Mainstage 
productions, intramurals 
(three-sport champion), and 
choir. He is also proud to be 
a member of the cleanest male 
dorm (dorm two). He hopes 
to contribute his natural lead- 
ership ability, communication 
skills, and a fun attitude to the 
Senate, and he is “stoked” to 
work with next year’s repre- 
sentatives. 


God 


wants 


your 


BY BRIANNA HAMMER 


Jenn Klassen, Spiritual and 
Services Chair (SASC) 

Year: 3 

Majors: Business, Religion 
From: Fort Erie, Ontario 

How she likes her hot dogs: 
burnt with mustard only. 


Jenn Klassen has been in- 
volved with SASC this past 
year and will bring a strong 
vision to the committee next 
year. She brings a lot of pas- 
sion and excitement to Senate 
as SASC chair, and her goal is 
to make the committee a valu- 
able part of Redeemer next 
year. 


Future 
additions to 
the Senate: 
Three first 
year senators 
to be elected 


in September 
of 2005. 


undergrad 
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Dr. John 
Robertson 
explores possible 
correlation 
between 
heredity and 
spirituality 


BY RICHARD OOSTERHOF 


Are our spiritual lives de- 
termined by our genetic make- 
up? This was the fundamental 
question preoccupying those 
who crowded the Executive 
Dining Room on the evening 
of Tuesday, March 22. Dr. 
John Robertson of McMaster 
University (a self-described 
theologian and philosopher) 
presented The God Gene, a 
book written by molecular bi- 
ologist Dean Hamer. 

The presence of spiritu- 
ality in all human history, 
Robertson pointed out, is a 
fact both maligned and cel- 
ebrated but nonetheless ad- 
mitted by all. Scientists in 
particular wonder whether 
or not spirituality can be un- 
derstood as a component of 
the genetic makeup of human 
beings. For scientists, a start- 
ing question is whether or not 
religiosity and spirituality can 
be justified from an evolution- 
ary viewpoint. For example, 


does spirituality befit humans 
for better survival? 
Strongly atheistic evo- 


lutionists such as Richard 
Dawkins hold the position 
that religion does not help hu- 
mans to survive; it is a tem- 
porary anomaly in the grand 
history of world develop- 
ment. However, Robertson 
and Hamer maintain that re- 
ligion (understood in a very 
general sense) does help peo- 
ple to survive. The argument 
is that religion provides real 


Kuyper’s Café Closes the Year 


James Skillen’s 
most recent 
book examines 
American policy 
and sovereignty 


BY RICHARD 
GREYDANUS 


Kuyper’s Café (KC) end- 
ed with an impressive bang 
this year. James Skillen, from 
the Center for Public Justice 
(CPJ), spoke on his latest 
book With or Against the 
World? America’s Role Among 
the Nations. 

Executive director of the 
CPJ since 1981, Skillen be- 
came the president in 2000. 


edited are A Covenant 
Keep: Meditations on the 
Biblical Theme of Justice and 
The Scattered Voice: Christians 
at Odds in the Public Square. 

Before Skillen took the 

floor, a number of year-end- 
in presentations were made. 
=. Bartholomew reflect- 
ed on what KC had set out 
to accomplish: a recovery of 
prayer and a sense of spiri- 
‘tuality in the Neo-Calvinist 
tradition. Andrew Vis also re- 
ceived congratulations for the 
considerable amount of time 
he spent coordinating day-to- 
day workings. 

Vis will be replaced next 
year by Albert Postma who 
had, in Bartholomew’s words, 
“the prerequisites of a chair- 
person for KC; an appre- 
ciation for fine wines and 
cigars.” (And, one would 
hope, moderation as well.) 

Al Horton gave 4 short pre- 
sentation encouraging Part- 
nership between KC and the 
Ontario Student Solidarity 
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The God Gene: Do You Have It? 


psychological comfort, giv- 
en the unique human self- 
knowledge of mortality, We 
know that we must one day 
die, and the knowledge that 
our death is not in vain pro- 
vides immeasurable comfort. 

This psychological benefit 
in turn translates into physi- 
cal health benefits, as any 
health psychologist will af- 
firm. Robertson presented 
the prisoners in Nazi concen- 
tration camps as an example: 
those who had a sense of re- 
ligious purpose lived much 
longer, while those who lost 
hope fated themselves to 
death “for a hangnail.” 

It should be noted that 
health benefits do not neces- 
sarily indicate the truthful- 
ness of a religious conviction; 
what matters is that individu- 
als simply believe that they 
have a true and good meta- 
physical “safety net.” To con- 
clude Hamer’s argument, 
in the evolutionary picture, 
those individuals who sur- 
vived were better able to cope 
with their situation because 
of the hope given to them by 
their spirituality —bringing 
humans to their present evo- 
lutionary standing. 

Apart from the evolution- 
ary justification for a “God 
gene,” Hamer submits re- 
search done on_ identical 
twins. Those who had been 
raised apart from birth were 
compared, and according to 
Hamer, they were found to 
have a very high correlation 
of spiritual experience and ac- 
tivity, thereby suggesting that 
they shared something that 
influenced their capacity for 
spirituality. Historically, these 
kinds of studies have been 
used as proof for the presence 
of a genetic component of 
whatever characteristic is be- 
ing studied (often called na- 
ture versus nurture studies). 

Robertson also presented 


‘ideas from research on the 


brain activity of people who 
are involved in “spiritual” ac- 


Local (OSSL). A shared vi- 
sion for the redemption of 
God’s world served as a point 
of contact between KC’s em- 
phasis on Christian scholar- 
ship and OSSL’s initiatives in 
the realm of international so- 
cial justice. 

During the main event of 
the evening, David Koyzis 
expressed how privileged he 
was to introduce Skillen, and 
he reflected on their 25-year 
acquaintance. He speculated 
as to whether he had played 
a role in Skillen’s decision to 
write his latest book because 
of a conversation that took 
place between them a num- 


tivities. Interestingly, the re- 
sults suggest that “spiritual” 
activities involve certain parts 
of the brain uniquely and con- 
sistently. Furthermore, Hamer 
claims to have approximated 
the location of the “God gene” 
and labelled it “VMAT2.” 

From a purely scientific 
perspective, all of this is very 
interesting. After all, yet an- 
other aspect of humanity can 
apparently now be measured, 
quantified, and objectified, 
yielding (endless) possibilities 
for future research! Despite 
this potential, Robertson was 
soon faced with a number of 
questions from the Redeemer 
audience, which he answered 
gallantly and thoughtfully. 
We will now turn to some of 
the issues raised. 

An important question: 
if we are genetically pro- 
grammed for _ spirituality, 
what does that imply regard- 
ing our responsibility and our 
individual ability to turn to 
God and live in a relationship 
with Him? Can one be held 
responsible for a lack-luster 
faith life if one has a weak al- 
lele for spirituality? 

Professor Hackney shed 
some light on this question 
by pointing out that, despite 
the difficulties encountered 
by individuals with genetic 
tendencies toward negative 
behaviours (such as aggres- 
sion), these individuals are 
nonetheless responsible for 
overcoming their problems. 
Perhaps a gene for spirituali- 
ty need not imply lack of indi- 
vidual responsibility. 

One concern was that of re- 
ductionism. Robertson point- 
ed out that it is true that there 
is a difference between reduc- 
tion, for the simple purpose of 
learning at one level, and on- 
tological reductionism. But 
is nevertheless also true 
science has the ability to su 


the question of spiritualit 
mere empirical inquiry. 


freedom did not appear from 
out of nowhere. Rather, the 
actions were driven by the 
Puritan idea of being a “city 
on a hill” and were further re- 
fined, after World War II, by 
Woodrow Wilson, who saw 
America as the vanguard of 
democracy, prosperity, and 
national self-determination. 
In With or Against the 
World? Skillen points out that 
today “America’s strategy 
of joining with the world is, 
as much as possible, carried 
out only on American terms, 
meaning that the United 
States must be prepared to 
stand against the world when- 


ber of years ago. ever the world does not join 
Skillen jokingly listed America in its cause and in its 
Koyzis’ prodding and George approach to the world.” 
Bush’s response to the ter- Secular American culture 
rorist attacks is shaped by a 
against the ee civil religious 
World Trade America’s civil project on 
cenit as Seo religion conditions draws its in- 
ecisive — fac- : Spiration from 
tors behind the its citizens to the Puritan 


composition of believe that their 


self-identifica- 


his book. , tion with Israel. 
In the spire COUNtry is NOt AN gyiten main. 
it of Abraham imperialistic power, tained, how- 
Kuyper, _ for ever, that no 
whom KC was country has 
named, Skillen outlined his _ the right to call itself the new 
“architectonic critique” of Israel. That identity belongs 
the global order of absolutely _ solely to the Church. 
sovereign states, enshrined in America’s civil religion 
the United Nations charter.So conditions its citizens to be- 


long as states are understood 
to be sovereign in our increas- 
ingly integrated world, there 
can be no competent inter- or 
transnational policing force. 
The state must instead be un- 
derstood in terms of its rela- 
tion to the Creator, who is 
the only true Sovereign: as a 
creature, fallen into sin, yet 
redeemed, 

Skillen claimed that the ac- 
tions taken by America under 
George Bush both against the 
Taliban in Afghanistan and 
against Saddam Hussein in 
Iraq in defense of democracy and 


lieve that their country is not 
an imperialistic power. As a 
country, it lives oriented to- 
wards a future of freedom. 
(Remember hearing Bush’s 
constant use of the word.) 
Any foreign military inter- 
vention is thought to be in an- 
ticipation of the future of the 
human race as it is in defense 
of America. 

In addition to being well- 
acquainted with Redeemer’s 
faculty, Skillen must have 
also felt comfortable present- 
ing his message, which was 
highly critical of America’s 


it well—or poorly. 


Further, providing a sci- 
entific explanation _for 
spirituality tends to give so- 
ciety-at-large what it believes 
is an ipso facto, complete and 
correct answer as to why only 
certain people are spiritual. In 
the end, by reducing spiritual 
experience to a neurochemi- 
cal physical phenomenon, 
Hamer further reduces spiri- 
tuality in general to the same. 

Robertson’‘s 
position, as far 
as I understand 
it, is not entirely 
congruent with 
Hamer’s. While 
Hamer attempts 
to understand 
spirituality sole- 
ly in terms of 
material causes, 


To say that our 
spirituality is 
determined and 
contained by 
our genes is a 
reduction that 


goes against the self-under- 
standing of every religion: the 
implication of the equality of 
all religions is that no one re- 
ligion is true. Already we are 
in a place where Christianity 
cannot live. Nevertheless, 
there may be some room for 
a biological understanding of 
spirituality. While Robertson 
proposed that the capacity 
for spirituality can be under- 
stood as a re- 
sult of material 
causes, he fur- 
ther noted that 
this still leaves 
the content to be 
shaped by cul- 
ture—or divine 
providence, 

If Robertson 
wishes to make 


Robertson _ be- ; Hamer’s work 
lieves that neither answers compatible 
Hamer’s work, the questions with a Christian 
taken with a iri viewpoint, he 
grain of salt, can of spiritual will have to 
truly shed light @XPEFIENCe NOL provide a bet- 
on _ spiritual- j j ter way of link- 
ity in Christian does justice to ing religion with 
understand- the mysterious © spirituality. For 
ing as well. His and broad Robertson’s pur- 
example was poses, Hamer’s 
the stunning manner God definition of 
fact that math- j ic Spirituality is 
ematics devel- deals with us, His far too broad to 
oped by the children. identify religion 
human mind as an organized 
actually has cultural mani- 
its counterpart in miate- festation of that spirituality. 


rial reality. He doesn’t see 
why spirituality couldn't 
also develop in the human 
mind and have its counter- 
part in the reality of God. 
I am not sure that this can 
be done. With this view, an 
impassible chasm grows 
between God and human 
Spirituality that suggests 
Spirituality is equally natural 
and so relates to God equally 


Studying spirituality as 


k Hamer does requires assum- 


trality and seeing 
>quality of the spir- 
alities under consideration. 
ver mind the fact that this 


& neu 


foreign policy, to Canadians. 
(Tim Van Alstyne was the to- 
ken American in attendance.) 

The main thrust of Skillen’s 
presentation was that America 
would have to repudiate the 
belief in its own exceptional 
character; that it represents 
the best exposition of the ide- 
als of democracy and free- 
dom, and as such represents 
humanity’s future. This is a 
tall order, for American civil 
religion appears to be built 
right into the fabric of the na- 
tion, Can we expect America 
to reject itself? Skillen main- 
tains it must do this in order 
to meet the challenges of a 
new world order. 

It is not adequate to simply 
applaud the spread of democ- 
racy. The relations between 
states need to be addressed as 
well. If America is to make an 
investment in the future that 
tangibly benefits not only it- 
oa :. entire world, it 
should be step away in 
certain limited ee. from 
its Own claims to national 


a 
In or Against the 


World? Skillen spends much 
time tt to make sense of 
the nt American experi- 
ence. For instance, he states 
that the Bush administration 
was wrong to call the terror- 
ist attacks on the World Trade 
Center an act of war. 

That Bush opted for the 
term “war” can be under- 
stood in the light of America’s 
civil religious mission. This 
mission ted in the ear- 
ly days of colonial America 
among the Puritans. 

The final chapter exam- 
ines what Skillen calls “nor- 
mative statecraft.” He notes, 
“If [political] realists tend to 
overlook or discount trans- 
state norms of justice, [politi- 
cal] idealists tend to overlook 
or discount the necessity of 
institutional enforcement of 


His definition of “spiritual 
experience,” as Robertson ex- 
plained, is broad enough 
to include mechanically or 
chemically stimulated expe- 
riences. An example of this is 
spirituality via drugs, such as 
in the 1960s, which produced 
the Religion of Free Love! 

We can see that spiritual ex- 
periences of the same defini- 
tion occur in many situations 
besides religious situations— 
for instance, the very activity 
of scientific research has been 
described as transcendent, 
in a manner that would fit 
into Hamer’s definition! This 
points to a serious problem 


transnational law.” Skillen 
points towards the need to 
address a normative ques- 
tion: what does just interna- 
tional governance require? 

The United Nations char- 
ter, which recognizes the sov- 
ereignty of each and every 
nation, Skillen says, is inade- 
quate in addressing the prob- 
lems that face an increasingly 
interdependent world. 

Most of the content found 
in With or Against the World? 
is a selective historical treat- 
ment concerning the devel- 
opment of the state in light of, 
in Skillen’s terms, the “justifi- 
able warfare” tradition. His 
goal is to trace the origins of 
the West's desire to spread 
its particular form of gov- 
ernment around the world. 
Skillen finds the sources of 
this aspiration in both the 
Biblical and Greco-Roman 
traditions. 

Skillen critiques the ten- 
dency found in the West of 
idolizing the state: indeed, 
his entire historical analy- 
sis is oriented towards this 
goal. Unfortunately, in his 
historical description of the 
modern state, he spends very 
little time reflecting on the 
development of the national- 


tionalist foreign policies as 
two sides of the same coin, 


an idolatrous tension that can 
be traced to the Greco-Roman 


when it crossed the Atlantic 


into a civil religious mission, 
but this does not mean that 


in Hamer’s methodology. His 
working definition of “spiri- 
tual experience” is too broad 
to state whether the experi- 
ences of the twins involved in 
the study were truly spiritual 
or “religious” in an orthodox 
sense that Christians can ac- 
cept. 

If a study of spirituality 
wishes to take its subject se- 
riously, it must employ a 
definition of spirituality that 
conforms to genuine spiritu- 
al experience. For instance, 
using the example of friend- 
ship, it would be wrong to 
use “friendships of conve- 
nience” as a test case for the 
phenomenon of friendship. In 
a similar way, true spirituality 
is not that which exists mere- 
ly for selfish purposes or just 
for “the experience” of spiri- 
tuality. 

Another vital critique of 
Hamer’s findings, as Dr. van 
der Meer later mentioned to 
me, is that there have been 
other studies of twins raised 
separately that indicate that 
there is no correlation what- 
soever between the spiritual- 
ity of twins. These findings 
suggest that there is no “God 
gene” at all! 

My own view, in summary, 
is twofold. On one hand, as 
we are creatures wholly creat- 
ed to serve God, worship Him, 
and live in communion with 
Him, the indication of spiri- 
tual characteristics within the 
human genome should come 
as neither a surprise nor a 
problem, if this ever is shown 
to be the case. Nevertheless, 
to say that our spirituality 
is determined and contained 
by our genes is a reduction 
that neither answers the 
questions of spiritual expe- 
rience nor does justice to the 
mysterious and broad man- 
ner God deals with us, His 
children. With that in mind, 
Robertson's and Hamer’s 
ideas provide an interesting 
exercise yet remain no more 
than speculations. € ® 


\ ith a Notable Presentation 


the isolationist tendencies of 
nationalism in the European 
experience left no cultural or 
political imprint on America. 

Skillen might have done 
well to attend Nicholas 
Terpstra’s lecture at 
Redeemer on the Renaissance 
in November of last year. He 
still follows considerably 
outdated scholarship _ that 
pits the Renaissance against 
the Reformation, rather than 
seeing the Renaissance as a 
church-reforming movement 
in its own right. 

It is perhaps better to not 
accuse Skillen of pressing his- 
tory in a certain mould in or- 
der to make a political point. 
Putting the point about the 
Renaissance aside, his pur- 
pose is to address a contem- 
porary situation in which 
nationalist ideologies no lon- 
ger exert the sort of influence 
they once did. Still, a more 
nuanced analysis of where we 
have come from might better 
help us understand where we 
need to go. Normative state- 
craft indeed. 

Approximately 40 stu- 
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Tips for In-Depth and Meaningful 
~ Summer Travel 


Go beyond 
city centres, 
experience 
community, and 
pack lightly! 


BY JAKOB VAN DORP 


Heading out into the 
wide world this summer? 
Whether it’s a camping trip 
in the wilderness, a road trip 
to visit all your friends, or a 
grand tour across the pud- 
dle, these tips will help you 
to have a fun, safe, and life- 
changing experience. 

1) Do your homework. 
If you've been procrasti- 
nating all year, here’s one 
more thing to distract you 
from your examinations. 
Get some idea of where you 
want to go and what you'd 
like to see. Do some research 
points of interest, distances, 
foreign currency exchange 
rates (www.xe.com), travel 
visas, shots required, and 
cultural conventions. 

CAA guides are great for 
road trips; Letsgo, Frommers, 
and Lonely Planet are great 
guides for going abroad. 
Determine how your budget 
fits in with where you want 
to go. For example, England 
is lovely, accessible, and has 
no language barrier, but it’s 
expensive! Eastern Europe 
has great attractions and a 


new perspective, and while 
getting there is more expen- 
sive, it is significantly cheap- 
er to tour once you are there. 

The same goes for travel 
in Asia. For bank transac- 
tions in foreign countries, a 
PLUS-equipped debit card 
is often the best way to go— 
you'll get the best exchange 
rate, although you will prob- 
ably get hit with a $5 levy 
per transaction. For larger 
purchases, use your credit 
card. 

2) Choose your travel- 
mates wisely. Travelling 
alone can be liberating, but 
it often involves a lot of has- 
sle and extra costs. To quote 
Amy Binder, “Travelling 
alone is a pain in the butt." 
Two can often travel for the 
price of one-and-a-half, and 
three reduces the costs even 
more. There is also truth to 
the maxim "there's safety in 
numbers" when it comes to 
keeping track of gear in busy 
places. 

Choose mates who have 
similar interests, who are 
willing to be flexible, and 
who want to travel at a simi- 
lar pace. Don’t be afraid to 
strike out on your own, how- 
ever, or split up for a day to 
see what you want and have 
a break from your buds. If 
you need time to yourself, 
especially on long bus or 
train rides, bring a music 
player and/or a good book. 

3) Find points of ref- 
erence. This is really 
important, especially in in- 
creasingly foreign cultures. 


Most of the time this occurs 
subconsciously—for exam- 
ple, seeing similar vehicles, 
buildings, or logos—but if 
you are staying anywhere 
for an extended period of 
time, find things that remind 
you of your home culture. 
While in England, I’ve man- 
aged to get involved with a 
canoe club to do some train- 
ing, make some friends, and 
see how they run their clubs. 
This brings us to the next 
point. 

4) Experience communi- 
ty. Believe it or not, sight- 
seeing does not provide an 
authentic cultural experi- 
ence. While it is important to 
increase cultural literacy by 
taking in great architecture, 
art, and food, remember that 
they are not always a part of 
the average life of the local. 

When's the last time you 
went sightseeing in your 
hometown? In addition to 
seeing the sights, take time 
to meet locals and get a sense 
of what life is really like in 
the places you find yourself 
visiting. They will often give 
you far more insight than 
any tour guide can provide. 

I’ve always found that it 
is better to see less but un- 
derstand and absorb it more 
fully, than to try a whirl- 
wind tour where you see 
nothing but the highlights 
and facades of great build- 
ings. If you have the time 
to take a longer trip, try do- 
ing a work or study abroad 
program, like SWAP (http; 
//www.swap.ca/co n/ 
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5) Get beyond the centre. 
One of the best parts about 
seeking local community is 
going beyond the city cen- 
tre. Again, it’s important 
to do your homework and 
have a good sense of what 
lies where, but remember 
that, as rent decreases, the 
amount of markup generally 
decreases as well. Your mon- 
ey will go much further in 
the shops outside the "tour- 
ist zone" of any given city. 

6) Travel light, but pack 
well. Be prepared for all sorts 
of weather, but don’t bring a 
ton of stuff. Remember that 
charity shops can be found 
in most cities should you 
find yourself in need of 
something. Roll your clothes 


into tubes to avoid wrinkles 
and save space. 

For toiletries, our resident 
cosmetic saleswoman says, 
"Lush brand soft shampoo 
and massage bars. There’s no 
bulky container that’s half- 
full at the end of the trip, and 
that leaves more room for 
souvenirs!" 

7) Sporting the flag? If 
you're wearing the Canadian 
badge, you’ve got a good in- 


troduction in many coun- 
tries. Do your best to 
maintain that image with 
your own conduct and ac- 
tivity. Be polite, kind, and 
merciful, remembering that 
you also represent a truth 
that transcends nationality; 
while you may not wear a 
"Christian" badge on your 
sleeve, the love of Christ in 
your heart must be shown 
by your love. «€? 


Springtime Means Fishing 
Redeemer students are surrounded by places to go 
fishing—and people with whom to fish! 


BY DAN BRINKMAN 


The arrival of spring is al- 
ways a joyous occasion for 
celebration that brings out 
the best in everyone—and 
we in Ancaster even had the 
chance to experience it twice, 
thanks to God's ultimate April 
Fool’s Day gift! But the crea- 
ture most commonly associat- 
ed as the harbinger of spring, 
the American Robin, pales in 
comparison with its underwa- 
ter worm-eating allies: fish. 

Those who fish consider 
the initial spawning runs of 
White Suckers (Catostomus 
commersoni) and Northern 
Pike (Esox lucius) to be the 
true heralds of spring. Just 
as the American Robin make 
a long migration to reach our 
backyards and campus, so 
too the White Suckers and 
Northern Pike make their re- 
spective voyages. They leave 
their usual haunts in lakes 
and larger streams and swim 
to much smaller streams, 
where warmer water and bet- 
ter spawning conditions can 
be found. Biologists still de- 
bate over what triggers these 
fish to make their annual 
springtime spawning. treks. 
Some advocate that the fish 
notes the lengthening of days 
while others advocate that 
increasing, temperatures are 
noticed; still others believe 
that the fish must pack on 
adequate pre-spawn weight. 
Whatever the factors are, the 
fish can pick up on the true ar- 
rival of spring with astonish- 
ing acumen. 

Angling assumes many 
forms: there is fly-fishing in 
streams (for those who have 
mastered all other forms 
and want to master the pur- 
est form of the sport); bait- 
casting, (for those who want 
to heave large lures around 
the lake for some aggressive 
Northern Pike or Largemouth 
Bass (Micropterus salmoides)); 
fishing for trout; or spin-fish- 
ing with lures or live bait for 
just about everything else. 
You can fish from boats, 
from shore, or in the water 
with waders (just make sure 
they’re insulated at this time 
of year). There are some spe- 
cial seasons allowing for the 
legal use of archery and net- 
ting to harvest the overabun- 
dance of certain species such 
as Northern Pike, coarse fish, 
and Smelt (Osmerus mordax). 
Diehard fishermen such as 
Asher Dreise, Kyle Schroeder, 
and Roelof Peereboom have 
recently set aside their fishing 
rods for a few weeks in favour 
of the bow and arrow and 
dipnets. There are a few more 
fishers here at Redeemer who 
have also specialized in the 


realm of ..conventional rod- 
and-reel fishing, and have 
a wealth of experience and 
knowledge to draw from. 

There is so much that the 
world of fishing has to offer. 
Relaxation or excitement (de- 
pends if the fish are biting 
or not), fresh air, breathtak- 
ing scenery, and an occasion- 
al meal of heart-healthy fish 
are but a mere sliver of all 
that fishing offers. It is easy to 
sneak in some nature watch- 
ing while fishing as sightings 
of waterfowl, mink, otter, bea- 
ver, and plenty of other spe- 
cies are possible. Good fishing 
isn’t relegated to remote areas 
only; it can happen anywhere 
as long as there is a stream 
or water body with sufficient 
depth. Hamilton Harbour 
still has massive fish available 
for the catching, although the 
fish have been rendered in- 
edible by the industrial prac- 
tices. Nearby Niagara River 
offers spectacular year-round 
fishing for over twenty-five 
species. 

In spite of these two ex- 
amples, the rumour persists 
that the best fishing occurs 
in Northern Ontario. There 
are certainly some lunkers 
swimming the depths of the 
North, but most of the best 
fishing is found right here in 
Southern Ontario, The wa- 
ter is warmer and eutrophic 
(nutrient rich), and is there- 
fore more productive. Fish 
live longer in the cleaner, 
cooler lakes of the North, but 
they grow much faster and in 
greater numbers here in the 
South. Angling pressure (the 
amount of fishing a lake expe- 
riences in a year) is heavier in 
the South due to the presence 
of larger cities and higher hu- 
man populations. Still, if one 
knows where to go, the fish- 
ing around here is incredi- 
ble. I prefer fishing from farm 
ponds, as they experience low 
fishing pressure and often 
have the heaviest Largemouth 
Bass. 

Fishing is a sport that 
doesn’t cost a lot of money 
to take up. The novice an- 
gler can easily purchase a de- 
cent rod and reel, as well as 
some simple tackle, for fifty 


dollars. A couple of bobbers, 
hooks, and _ split-shot sink- 
ers will also enable the rook- 
ie fisher to hook into panfish 
such as yellow perch and sun- 
fish, which are caught almost 
anywhere. There are scores of 
books, magazines, and web- 
sites devoted to the topic. It 
helps to have someone show 
you the ropes, but it is possi- 
ble to learn it on your own if 
you are dedicated. There are 
lots of conservation clubs out 
there who are always looking 
to bring new people into their 
membership as well, and if 
you're lucky some of the old- 
timers will let you in on some 
“secret” spots. The best way 
to learn how to fish is to get 
out there and experiment. 
Even crazy ideas work some- 
times—like the tournament 
winner who caught his prize 
salmon with a cigarette butt. 

To a select few in the 
Redeemer University College 
community, fish are the true 
heralds of spring and it is easy 
to understand why this is so 
if you are part of the angling 
community. If you are not yet 
a member of this enlightened 
populace, there is still hope 
for you, if you're willing to 
learn! Ask an angler what it is 
that draws them to the noblest 
sport, and be prepared to hear 
long tales (all true, with no 
exaggeration of course!) of 
time spent out there in God’s 
Creation catching fish or 
drowning worms. If you want 
to get into this piscatorial pas- 
time, most people who fish 
will willingly take on a disci- 
ple, as fellow pursuers of the 
denizens of the deep are a rar- 
ity here at Redeemer. 

Well folks, I hope this ar- 
ticle has lured you into the 
realm of fishing. The sport's 
done a world of good for 
everyone I know that par- 
takes of it, and it could do 
you some good as well. It is 
as good a reason as any to 
skip classes or make a week- 
end getaway when a break 
from the work world is need- 
ed. I hope that, while you 
are learning to be fishers of 
men at Redeemer University 
College, you will also learn to 
be fishers of fish. €? 
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BY JENNIFER KLASSEN 


You could say that I was thrown 
into the lion’s den on Labour Day of 
2002 as I stepped onto Redeemer’s 
campus for the first time and began 
the mind-boggling journey that has 
brought me to this moment. 

The occasion arrived right on the 
tail end of an incredible summer of 
hearing and obeying God's voice 
and of experiencing the results of 
that obedience in sensing God's love 
and intimacy like never before, Full 
of passion and excited by the op- 
portunity to be in a Christian atmo- 
sphere 24/7, | marvelled at the way 
professors integrated a Christian 
perspective into their classes—from 
devotions and prayers to even ap- 
plying Christianity to what we were 
learning! 

Then I began to notice something 
strange—something I had not ex- 
pected. My roommate acted almost 
indifferent when I told her of my 
passionate prayers for our relation- 
ship before I had even known her. 
My dorm mate seemed disinterested 
in intensely studying Galatians af- 
ter the first chapter. Dorm devotions 
seemed devoid of others’ sharing 
how God was actively speaking into 
and working through their lives. 

Instead, most times, we just read 
a Bible passage and prayed rath- 
er formally to a seemingly imper- 
sonal God. Church in the Box and 
chapels were great though. I thor- 
oughly enjoyed the opportunity to 
lift my hands and voice to my Best 


“Reforming” Evangelicalism 


Friend, the Creator of the universe, 
until of course, I started being ques- 
tioned about why I raised my hands. 
Questions led to discussions about 
whether you should even raise your 
hands in praise to our God when it 
distracted others trying to worship. 

Then came the doctrines. 
Predestination? Infant baptism? 
Speaking in tongues only happened 
in the New Testament? Then the 
rules: shopping and eating out— 
op zondag? Then the allowances! 
Drinking is okay? Smoking is okay? 
Swearing is okay? 

I quickly became disillusioned 
with Redeemer and with the fact 
that it was called a Christian uni- 
versity. | was appalled by the lack of 
passionate, hungry, searching per- 
sonal relationships with Jesus Christ 
in the majority of lives | came into 
contact with. | made it my mission 
to pray for and impact as many peo- 
ple as I could by sharing what God 
was doing in my own life. 

At the same time, I got involved 
in heated debates about doctrinal is- 
sues that I did not know much about 
since I had never had the advantage 
of attending a catechism or biblical 
doctrine class. However, I still held 
staunchly to my own interpreta- 
tion of God’s Word as I continued to 
read, study, and believe it. | became 
convinced that those associated with 
the Reformed tradition were mere- 
ly “head” Christians—people who 
talked and analyzed yet had never 
truly experienced God's intimate, 
personal presence in their lives. 


As the months flew by, | eventu- 
ally formed close friendships with 
those who came from a Reformed 
perspective, and I started attend- 
ing their churches. And there | 
found that God actually blessed 
and worked in Christian Reformed 
churches! 1 met and grew close to 
people who were passionate about 
their faith and reformed at the same 
time! Cemented in my heart by those 
who loftily claimed that they knew 
100 percent of the truth while telling 
me I was obviously and thoroughly 
in the wrong, My Negative impres- 
sions slowly began to fade as | en 
tered my second and third years. 

Concepts penetrated my think- 
ing, thereby reshaping my “world- 


view” —a new term that | noticed 
was used a lot. I learned about du- 
alisms and the need for the lord- 
ship of Christ in every area of our 
lives—that our Christianity must 
shape every aspect. I learned about 
the concept of a dichotomy (anoth- 
er new word) and about discern- 
ing what the ereational yood is in 
every part of God's creation (even 
alcohol!). 1 learned about the im- 
portance of community | learned 
about the holistic view of salvation, 
I learned about the covenant, and | 
found reasons why | did not need to 
feel guilty about not having a spe- 
cific conversion date to point to in 
my life. I learned and learned and 
learned about some things that | 
already knew in different, less elo- 
quent terms, but I also learned about 


much that I had never been exposed 


to before. 
Then came the emphasis on grace, 
The last non-Reformed stronghold 


in my heart was my abhorrence of 
the doctrine of predestination. How 


horrible. How ridiculous. How un- 
loving. But the argument of man’s 
complete lack of any smidgen of 
good in him stood strong, I listened, 
I questioned, | argued, | thought, I 
researched, | studied, and | prayed. 
Then one day it, too, clicked, and | 
recognized my complete inability to 
ever be able to choose God on my 
own, in my complete sinfulness. 
[recognized the Holy Spirit’s pow- 
er in my life—His leading, empow- 
erment, and transformation. And | 


became overcome with the convic- 
tion that we as Christians have such 
an utter responsibility to pray for 
the Holy Spirit to work in the lives 
of those who have not experienced 
Christ's saving power! This new ap- 
proach, instead of merely seeing it as 
being privileged and elect, was the 
last step needed to open my mind 
and heart to a whole new world. 
What had begun as a clash moved 
to tolerance, which in turn gave way 
to acceptance. Interested and in- 
trigued, I, in typical Jenn fashion, 
threw myself into questioning, lis- 
tening, discussing, and analyzing. | 
recently began regularly attending 
a Christian Reformed church and 
going to Kuyper’s Café. Needless to 
say, this acceptance is not so subtlety 
speeding me towards embracing the 
Reformed tradition, and I find my 
pride shattered, sheepishly taking 
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back the half-joking slurs to the re- 
formed tradition that I have shame- 
lessly proclaimed. 

This major shift in my thinking, 
my perspective, my “worldview” is 
affecting the entirety of my existence, 
and | find myself in a place that my 
first-year self would not have recog- 
nized, Perhaps it is a place I would 
have downright disapproved of! 

Now, in frustration and confusion, 
I ask myself: have I lost my passion? 
Or have I just refined it? I struggle 
daily to find a balance between a 
holistic approach and my once-vi- 
tal-now-waning, intimate connection 
with my Best Friend, The balance be- 
tween predestination and the power 
of prayer. The balance between expe- 
rience and intellect. Oh balance—I 
have yet to settle in comfortably, and 
in a way, I hope I never do. 

Feeling this tension, this struggle, 
this wrestling match that is like no 
other, shows me that I am not apa- 
thetic or passionless. Rather, it points 
to a searching heart hungering for 
truth. My journey is not nearly fin- 
ished yet. Amid discouragement and 
many unanswered questions, I am 
brought to the realization that God, 
beyond a shadow of a doubt, has 
specifically brought me to this place 
by His grace, His love, and His will. 

He is obviously working. He 
knows best. In this balancing act 
between experience and _ intellect 
comes the command to trust Him— 


the One who has brought me thus 


far and leads me on—and not lean 
. 


on my own understanding. ¢€ 


“Neo-Calvinizing” Pentecostalism 


BY SAM MARTIN 


Around the time I was 
packing my bags to come 
to Redeemer, elders at my 
church began dropping com- 
ments such as “Remember 
who you are and where you 
come from”; “Don’t become 
too theologized, eh!”; “Don’t 


get lost in Calvinist doc 


trines”; and, most emphati- 
cally, “Don’t lose your faith!” 

The comments from these 
old, Christian, country-bump- 
kin Pentecostals were not 
meant to dissuade me from 
going to a Reformed univer- 
sity college; they were meant 
as advice to keep me on the 
straight and narrow of a pas- 
sionate, charismatic journey 
with God. 

In my first months here 
at Redeemer, 
my walls were 
up; I felt like the 
sole charismatic 


In my first 
months here 


referred to some sort of evan- 
gelistic occupation, 

I grew up wanting to be a 
co-worker with Christ, par- 
ticipating in the advancement 
of His Kingdom throughout 
the world. I had been taught 
from infancy about the good 
tree bearing fruit, but I un- 
derstood that fruit to be sym- 
bolic.of how many people one 


leads to the Lord. I grew up- 


eating and drinking the sto- 
‘ry of Pentecost and believ- 
ing in (and seeing!) the Holy 
Spirit's bringing this type of 
fruit to flourish. I grew up 
seeing healings, hearing peo- 
ple speak in tongues, dancing 
with people at the front of the 
church, and feeling the tan- 
gible presence of God fill me 
up like wine fills the commu- 
nion cup. This charismatic, 
Pentecostal expe- 
rience was what 
we called “wor- 


> ” 


Christian in my So when I came 
dorm, surround- to Redeemer and 
ed by the myste- at Redeemer, began to hear 


rious Calvinists 
and besieged by 
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mates, I came to realize that 
this institution bears the 
name Redeemer University 
College instead of Reformed 
University College for a rea- 
son: Reformed theology is 
the school’s framework, but 
Christ is the one doing the 
work of redemption. The best 
part of this revelation was dis- 
covering that God wanted me 
to be a co-worker with Him! 
Now, to clarify a few things: 
while growing up, I had been 
taught that I was a co-heir and 
co-worker with Christ. But 
I thought that meant that I 
needed to become a preacher, 
pastor, evangelist, or mission- 
ary. “Ministry” was the word 
used in my Sunday school 
classes and youth group ses- 
sions to describe this idea 
of being a co-worker with 
Christ. | understood the word 
“ministry” to refer to ministe- 
rial vocations; I had heard tes- 
timony after testimony about 
people being “called into 
ministry,” and generally this 


and the Reformed concep- 
tion of worship did not have 
to knock against each other; 
rather, they should both flow 
into each other. But how? 

Ever since I was a plump, 
pimple-faced boy, I have 
wanted to be a writer, but 
as I grew up into a mature 
Pentecostal, I couldn’t seem 
to squeeze my writing into my 
narrow definition of worship. 
I wanted to passionately share 
my faith with others, but I be- 
gan to feel that I could only do 
this through “ministry,” not 
through writing. 

But somewhere in that first 
semester here at Redeemer, 
God blew the doors off my 
little charismatic castle. (He 
tends to be overly dramat- 
ic with Pentecostals because 
we understand that  lan- 
Suage). He showed me that 
writing was not outside the 
sphere of worship or ‘minis- 
try! You Neo-Calvinists may 
chuckle and say, “Well, the 
dumb Pentecostal finally got 


all ‘this so-called Pentecos' 


Reformed.” Yes! But not by 
your theology; it was Christ 
who did the re-forming: the 
redemption! oad 

I would like to say that Goc 
led me to intellectually un- 
derstand this broader revela- 
tion, but it was more like F 
giving me a swift kick 
pants and telling me to p 


passion into my writing and 
my studies in English litera- 
ture, Suddenly, with my butt 
still aching from that divine 
boot, the story of Pentecost, 
which has fuelled my tradi- 
tion, took on new meaning: | 
saw that God wanted to come 
like a rushing, mighty wind 
into my classrooms and set 
my mind on fire! 

Through talking with my 
friend and former roommate 
Rob Joustra, I have come to 
see that God has not just re- 
formed my worldview, but 
he has also sent the Spirit 
of Pentecost into Joustra’s 
Calvinist mind. Through 
many discussions, we have 
come to see that God is indeed 
Lord of every square inch of 
creation, from politics to po- 
etry! 

But we have also come to 
understand that God wants 
every square inch of His cre- 
ation to be set aflame with the 
tangible, experiential, healing, 
filling, convicting, forgiving, 
saving, redeeming Spirit of 
God! This whole thing is not 
about a Pentecostal country- 
bumpkin becoming an edu- 
cated Reformed Christian; 
nor is it about a staunch Neo- 
Calvinist student becom- 
ing a charismatic fanatic. It is 
about God setting two seem- 
ingly disparate denomina- 
tions into dialogue with each 
other (something that goes far 
beyond Joustra and I and the 
Redeemer community). 

This is all about the explo- 
sively creational potential of 
experiencing and _participat- 
ing in the Spirit of God in 
every area of life! It’s about be- 
ing a co-worker with Christ. 
It's about realizing that Jesus 
wants to read with you, write 
with you, speak through you 
and to you in class discus- 
Re bs ultimately, fill you 

empowe irit. 
And this same Seetectkat 
raised Christ from the dead 


A WHOLE 


NEW WORLD 


Three Experiences of Growth 


eee 


at Redeemer 


“ea’Pentecostalizing” Neo-Calvinism 


(OB JOUSTRA 


ly writing about my own 
very of the Reformed tra- 
iti@m may be ironic; Lam a 
ig Reformed Christian. 
fas raised CRC. | devel- 
( hardened passion for 
Heidelberg catechism, 
ich all good Reformed chil- 
a develop. However, as is 
ease increasingly in North 
nerican Christianity, it all 
meant very little. It informed 
little of how I thought, felt, and 
acted. I was, in essence, not 
very Christian, to say nothing 
of Reformed. 

To exacerbate the irony, 
it Was through a rather un- 
orthodox charismatic tradi- 
tion that I discovered what 
being “Reformed” actually 
means. So began my expe- 
rience with Toronto Airport 
Christian Fellowship (TACF). 
I remember quite vividly that 
my brother and sister were 
increasingly convinced that 
my conservative framework 
would prevent me from em- 
bracing what this church in 
Toronto had to offer. It was at 
a Fresh Winds conference that 
| firs d a message radical- 
ly Neo-Calvinist in nature that 


changed all of this. A speak- 


er named Judah Smith chal- 
lenged attendees to consider 
rooms of revolution: the 


upper room, the bedroom, and 
the classroom. In essence, he 
was articulating that our ex- 
perience in the upper room— 
the Holy Spirit's anointing in 
corporate worship—must in- 
form our private prayer lives, 
which in turn should radical- 

ermeate all the other areas 


of knowing Him as Lord 
ll those many uncom- 
square inches was 
mething entirely foreign. 
ssion of charismatic 


art shows, and so on. It was 
a holistic passion I had never 
known before. 

When I came to Redeemer, 
[ came cynically, although | 
doubt I would have admit- 
ted it at the time. 1 had come 
straight out of a few days of 
staying with my brother at the 
Airport Church, where I had 
experienced passion, dedi- 
cation and prayer that I nev- 
er wanted to leave. Though 
I was at Redeemer, | was al- 
ready hatching plans to drop 
out and begin attending the 
School of Ministry. I doubt- 
ed that a group of Dutch 
Reformed people could really 
do anything for me; | doubt- 
ed that they could really chal- 
lenge me in ways that people 
like the Toronto Church could. 
It was, in retrospect, not a to- 
tally immature, though super- 
ficial, perspective: one only 
had to look at the difference of 
conviction and passion in the 
two communities. 

But then people started to 
surprise me. | took Religion 
101, Interdisciplinary Studies 
121, and Religion 131 with 
Mike Goheen, I read people 
like Newbigin, Viv Grigg, N.T. 
Wright, and Al Wolters. I did 
it grudgingly at first, doubt- 
ing there would be much 
substance—just platitudes of 
doctrine and dispassionate 
theology. Surprisingly, this 
was not the case. 

Then -my RA convinced 
me that my passing interest 
in politics should land me in 
Political Seience 122. I had al- 
ways been a hardnosed con- 
servative, set on my views, 
with little to alter me from 
them. Then Dr. Koyzis began 
unpacking the idea-of ideolo- 
gies in political thought. | was 
shattered; the core tenets of my 
political philosophy were very 
far from Christian. | began 
to realize that whoever these 
professors were at Redeemer, 
they seemed to have gone to 


even politics! 

It wasn’t until quite a bit 
later that I realized that the 
reason these two perspec- 
tives aligned so closely was 
not because these professors 
had visited TACF or because 
TACF had been reading refor- 
mational philosophy, but rath- 
er it was because a core tenet 
of Biblical Christianity was at 
work. The idea of Christ be- 
ing at the foundation of every 
aspect of life, personally and 
corporately, is not some mere 
Neo-Calvinist theme, as if this 
minor tradition could claim to 
be the sole protectorate of this 
truth. Rather, the radical doc- 
trine sits at the heart of what 
truly passionate and effective 
Christian living is all about. 

I thought Reformed people 
were all about austere, intel- 
lectual and philosophical pon- 
derings, as I had been before 
TACEF. I would have been sus- 
picious of groups like Kuyper’s 
Café, which I would have seen 
as nothing but a philosophical 
intellectualizing of a faith that 
1 knew to be charismatic and 
dynamic. 

Instead, at the heart of the 
Reformed tradition I found a 
deep existential commitment. 
Far from merely intellectual or 
philosophical, the Reformed 
persuasion is a tradition deep- 
ly rich and passionate. 

It all reminds me of some- 
thing one of those Dutch 
saints, Vollenhoven, would 
say: itis a glorious and blessed 
thing that brings us together 
here. It is not philosophy, for 
that is not the first thing in our 
lives. It is rather the attach- 
ment to God's Word because 
we have learned by grace to 
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Although a brilliantly artic- 
ulated directorial vision could 
not prevent some of the play's 
outdated anecdotes from los- 
ing their potency, Redeemer'’s 
production stirred audience 
members to reconsider the 
timeless dialectical tension 
between morality and immo- 
rality. Interestingly, the mor- 
al relativism characteristic of 
our post-modern context has 
sparked renewed interest in a 
play that has become signifi- 
cant in a way Wilde could not 
have foreseen. 

Directed by Nicole Lee, 
the production accentuated 
the bittersweet disharmony 
between sorrow and joy, not 
only in the zigzagging struc- 
ture of both the ladies’ fans 
and the Victorian-style flats, 
but also in the easily over- 
looked floor space on which 
a fan-like sequence had been 
painted. 

Played by fourth-year 
Psychology Major Adriana 
Rintjema, Lady Windermere 
was beautifully portrayed 
as an astute, sincere woman 
whose emotionally charged 
body movements and man- 
nerisms accurately captured 
her struggle with an unfor- 
giving internal conflict be- 
tween love and hate, and 
good and evil. 

When Lady Windermere is 
overwhelmed by indecisive- 
ness, as she grapples with a 
heart and mind staggering 
on the periphery of an abyss 
framed by the possibility of 
her husband’s having an af- 
fair, one is almost compelled 
to go on stage and pace with 
her. 

Oddly enough, the scene 
changes garnered much in- 
terest. They were flawlessly 
choreographed, mimicking 
tié,sort Of soft scene transpo- 
sitions not unlike the momen- 
tarily blended scene changes 
one might expect to see in a 
motion picture. 

The graceful momentum, 
however, could do little to 
compensate for the distract- 
ing whispered conversations 


The men of the aa Kevin Lobert, ‘Charles Hackney, Melissa Verrone, Ryan Sero, 
Noah Hicks, and Kevin Kerr. 


BY KAT FLOHR 


Poet, playwright, and dra- 
matist Cornelia Hoogland 
joined a small group of 
Redeemer students for an 
hour of poetry and stories 
on Thursday, March 31. 
Hoogland confessed that 
she balances fulltime writing 
with teaching by combining 
academic work with travel — 
in Cuba. 

Hoogland’s passion for 
the tiny country can be felt in 
her recently published Cuba 
Journal, as well as in the yet- 
unpublished sections with 
which she entertained her 
audience on Thursday. 


between ballroom goers in Act 
Il, the excessive drinking of 
Dumby in Lord Darlington’s 
room in Act III, and a couple 
of indiscernible background 
sounds. 

Nevertheless, the show was 
an eloquent, uniquely execut- 
ed rendering that was well 
worth the ticket price and 
commanded enthusiastic ap- 
plause. 

- Jason Duermeyer 


eee 

The gentle hum of the au- 
dience talking about the day’s 
events and about people they 
know in the play, while read- 
ing their programs, carries be- 
hind the thick curtains. Our 
eyes have now adjusted to the 
darkness. Only the blue lights 
illuminate the objects around 
us. Silently, we wait. An air of 
anticipation wafts hungrily 
among us. 

Sounds erupt and lights 
shine on the painted set. 
Props enhance an atmosphere 
that draws the audience into 
a world full of imagination. 
The actors have become char- 
acters set in a different time, 
with their hair slicked back or 
curled. And there are feathers, 
flowing dresses, and tails. It is 
easy to just accept this picture 
and enjoy the performers, but 
did you notice the technicians 
performing? 

Months of hard work and 
organization go into the plan- 
ning of a production such as 
this year’s spring mainstage, 
Lady Windermere’s Fan. Hours 
of research, meetings, con- 
struction, and scavenging oc- 
cur before the debut. 

Then, during the perfor- 
mance, the technicians follow 
along with what is happen- 
ing on stage so that they do 
not miss their cues. Each ac- 
tion has to be clear in their 
minds and followed in a pre- 
cise order. 

Costumes must be changed 
within a matter of seconds, 
lighting and sound needs 
to happen on the moment, 
and props and set need to be 


A book that “became prose 
poetry,” Cuba Journal includes 
a story about Ernesto (a Latin 
lover) and Peter, who is the 
“antithesis of what she wants 
to see in a tourist.” 

I've never been to Cuba. 
In fact, | haven’t even seen 
Motorcycle Diaries, However, 
listening to Hoogland relate 
encounters with cab drivers 
reveals her heart for the peo- 
ple and her admiration of — 
and her struggle with—the 
Spanish language. 

With subtle humor, 
Hoogland explained that she’s 
interested in Cuba as a “peo- 
ple in process,” Just like most 
people who have travelled 


eR pent sre w 


Cast members Noah ‘Hicks, ‘Adriana Rintjema, Stephanie Mireite and Amy Perkins. 


ready to be brought on the 
stage. In a matter of moments, 
and without collision, every- 
thing must change. 

The technicians’ work 
should not be seen during the 
play, yet.our moment of glory 
comes with the rest. Silently, 
we watch from the booth, 
from within the audience, or 
from behind stage. Like the 
inner workings of a clock, the 
pieces fit together to move the 
hands on the face in a syn- 
chronized show. 

- Christina Riggs 


eee 

The recent Mainstage pro- 
duction of Oscar Wilde’s Lady 
Windermere’s Fan was a fantas- 
tic showcase of both student 
and faculty talent. The cast 
and crew’s hard work and de- 
termination certainly paid Off. 


The result’ of theif hard Work 


was a spectacular interpreta- 
tion of a witty, entertaining 
drama. 

Well-portrayed by Adriana 
Rintjema, Kevin Kerr, Noah 
Hicks, and Nancy Mostert, 
the lead characters exposed 
viewers to their unique inner 


PA TRICK SHS 


Poet Shares Passion for Cuba 


outside of North 
will have noticed, noted 
that we have a “thick veneer,” 
whereas in Cuba “everything 
is on the surface.” 

Her interests include how 
to be a good tourist; Cuban 
politics; the place of lan- 
guage and public speaking 
or writing; and the possibili- 
ties inherent in “newness,,.in 
writing [and] traveling to a 
new country. You can forget 
your own face.” 

Her poetry is concerned 


America 
she 


with, among other things, 
fractal geometry: the idea that 
there are “patterns within pate 
terns.” Similarly, the idea of 


nesting seems to be key to her 


workings, and the actors’ ad- 
ditions of personality quirks 
gave the illusion that the fic- 
tional players were indeed 
real people. 

The story itself was very 
entertaining. In the begin- 
ning, the plot seemed very 
scattered; the relevance of the 
mysterious Lady Erlynne was 
questionable, leaving the au- 
dience with only an allusion 
to Lord Windermere’s sup- 
posed infidelity. 

The unfolding of the sto- 
ry was an enjoyable presen- 
tation, made more engaging 
by the excellent portrayal of 
secondary characters, such as 
Stephanie Elgersma’‘s Duchess, 
who delivered many humour- 
ous lines and gestures that 
won and kept the audience’s 
attention and interest. 

Also, the unseen force off- 


’ Stagé, whith aided in the pro- 


duction, played an equally 
important role. Their commit- 
ment and effort were made 
apparent in the period cos- 
tumes, set design, and over- 
all smooth presentation of the 
show. 

From the visual represen- 
tation of Wilde's initial script 
to the delivery of dialogue— 
mainly comical banter from 
one to another—the winter 
mainstage was a show that 
was well worth seeing. 

- Laura Findlay 


eee 

I have to admit that I nev- 
er saw the whole play. It is 
not that I fell asleep, for who 
could sleep through Oscar 
Wilde’s hilariously witty text? 
It is not that I avoided seeing 
the show either; in fact, I want- 
ed to watch Lady Windermere’s 
Fan, but the stage managers 
would not hear of it. 

How am I qualified to 
write a review of a play I nev- 
er saw? While it is true that I 
did not sit in the auditorium 
to watch the show during its 
run, | have seen the text de- 
velop into a play over the past 
three months. 

I witnessed the maturing 
of many first-time Redeemer 
performers through the re- 
hearsal process. Traffic origi- 


figures. She often paused for 
discussion, and after a par- 
ticularly memorable poem 
that focused on deathbed 
secrets, a point was raised 
about silences in families 
and what happens when 
family stories get lost. 
Hoogland often empha- 
sized that she “wants to com- 
municate,” and made 
clear that she desires her 
poetry be understandable, | 
found her poetry to be strik- 
ingly open, both personal- 
ly and poetically. Hoogland 
lives in Ontario and current- 
ly teaches at the University 
of Western Ontario in the 
Education department. ¢ 


she 


nally controlled by directions 
became natural and comfort- 
able. I cried backstage when 
Lord Darlington’s profession 
of love to Lady Windermere 
was perfected. I watched as 
the set changes were trans- 
formed into choreographed 
dances at the nod of Parker. 

The production was not 
without its faults. I know that 
a lot of the dialogue was lost 
due to the actors’ overexcite- 
ment to spit out the text. I 
know that the English accent 
was not always carried out 
thoroughly. 


There were other little mis-. 


haps here and there. A few 
dresses were stepped on, and 
Mr. Hopper definitely walked 
into one of the screens as he 
was staring deeply into Lady 
Agatha’s eyes. 

Overall, it was a great 
show, a product of a strong 
script and competent direc- 
tion. I have only one ques- 
tion: who was that intensely 
attractive old woman who 
entered the ball on the young 
Australian’s arm? Oh wait— 
that was me! 

- Henny Hamilton 


eee 

Lady Windermere’'s Fan was 
well presented by Redeemer. I 
attended the performance on 
Friday evening, and I was sur- 
prised at how much I enjoyed 
the whole experience. 

The actors made great use 
of their skill in working with 
Wilde’s text, even with the 
addition of quaint English 
accents. The stunning cos- 
tumes and brilliant charac- 
ters, such as The Duchess of 
Berwick (played by Stephanie 
Elgersma), were unfortunate- 
ly staged on a set that was at 
best functional. 

During the set changes, the 
audience was left for up to a 
minute in a blackout, while 
the poorly painted, green and 
brown “walls” were twirled 
about the stage. 

Apart from the set, howev- 
er, the magic of the show was 
enticing, and one could eas- 
ily get caught up in the story. 
All characters used their abili- 
ties to deliver the clever lines 
comically and believably. 

- Todd Adamowich 


eee 
It is considered sinful, un- 
reasonable, and most certain- 
ly unfair to review a play after 
having watched only the pre- 
view, before the actors have 
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found their acting rhythms. 
It is also not advisable to pre- 
view a play while feeling in 
pain and physically out of 
sorts. Both of these reasons, I 
am told, skew an observer's 
critique in a more negative 
direction. However, despite 
these disadvantages, I found 
this play delightful. 

I had forgotten what an as- 
tute observer of the human 
condition Oscar Wilde was. 
Lord Darlington certainly 
captured the essence of the 
emotional depth beneath the 
surface of that which might 
be considered quite witty but 
frivolous conversation: “If 
you pretend to be good, the 
world takes you very serious- 
ly. If you pretend to be bad, it 
doesn’t.” 

The sentence captured the 
underlying theme of the play, 
while at the same time con- 
veying a subjective message 
about what was happening at 
the precise moment the words 
were spoken. Noah Hicks 
pulled this off perfectly. 

In fact, Lord Darlington’s 
whole performance was flaw- 
less. He managed to convey a 
unique interpretation of the 
character, and he stayed true 
to it throughout the entire 
performance. 

Most of the other perform- 
ers were charming and cer- 
tainly managed to amuse the 
audience, especially during 
the second half. I think it took 
at least two acts for the actors 
to feel at home in their roles 
on the “first” night. 

Perhaps one criticism is 
that they did not always 
portray the English sensi- 
bility of the time. I imag- 
ine that a “well brought up” 
Englishman in Wilde’s day 
would have shown anger by 
icy disdain, rather than by 
shouting. 

There were vignettes 
throughout the play that I felt 
were superb; the love on the 
faces of Lady Agatha and Mr. 
Hopper as they moved across 
the stage; the expressions on 
Lord Augustus’ face; and the 
perfect timing of the but- 
ler, Parker. In fact, the latter 
two characters have forever 
changed my view of my col- 
leagues in the psychology de- 
partment. 

This play left me feeling 
good about life, yet it also 
left me with a lot to ponder. 
I would have loved to see it 
again if time had allowed. 

- Brenda Stephenson ©? 
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Art Show 


CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 1 


Lined up in series, the piec- 
es became even more grip- 
ping: 
depicting a process of suf- 
fering and birthing. Snoek 
explained that the work rep- 
resented a “physical journal” 
of what he has been thinking 
about for the past few years. 

Although the rough metal 
figure staggers under the pain 
of labour in each tableau, the 
last figure triumphantly lifts 
one bloodied grey hand to the 
heavens while the other hand 
holds the form of a baby —the 
emergent hope of new life 
freed from the iron bars of the 
human condition, 

Kristen Miedema’s collec- 
tion, titled (Im)moral fibers, de- 
picted four fallen women of 
the Bible—Lot’s wife, Jezebel, 
Eve, and Mary Magdalene— 
in petrified works of plas- 
ter and paint. The sculptures 
characterized each woman as 
noticeably incomplete. 

On the wall hung front tor- 
sos of both Eve and Jezebel. 
Eve was covered in swirl- 
ing green paint with a mask- 
like face rising from her neck, 
while an outstretched arm 
clutched a pink lump. Next 
to her, Jezebel hung upside- 
down in mid-fall, painted red 
and missing the top of her 
face in a manner reminiscent 
of Francis Bacon's ghostly 
“Head VI.” 

In front of them on a pedes- 
tal were displayed the weath- 
ered remains of Lot's wife: 
two stark, white-pillared legs 
sitting upon naked salt-cov- 
ered feet. Below, the figure 
of Mary Magdalene lay pros- 
trate on a bench into which 
her body disappeared, paint- 
ed purple and fragmented but 


a zoetropic sequence 


repentant. The body language 
of each of these four pieces 
characterized their sinful con- 
ditions as conveyed by their 
particular stories in the Bible. 
Together, their fractured bod- 
ies reflected a picture of what 
it means to suffer as part of a 
fallen race. 

Along the north wall of the 
art gallery was Diana Fraser’s 
series of acrylic paintings ti- 
tled Foretaste, articulating the 
virtue of readiness and wait- 
ing on earth for the coming 
of our Lord. Inspired by the 
wedding feast parable, Fraser 


“Not Because of Anything We 
Rodney Snoek 


illustrated the concept of time 
with eight sequential paint- 
ings of a feast preparation: 
symbols of due diligence and 
undaunted expectation for 
the arrival of a loved one. The 
last figure in the series gazes 
eagerly out a window, framed 
with broad-leafed and fruit- 
heavy vines, evoking a mood 
of joyful anticipation. Though 
she stands alone, one doesn't 


feel a sense of isolation or 


abandonment, but rather a 
mood of intimacy. 
Though not advertised 


as part of the main exhibit, 


¥ 
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Have Done” by 


JOEL RUSTHOVEN 


Displays Students’ Final Works 


Sam Martin’s artwork was 
also showcased at the open- 
ing, and Martin shared the 
limelight equally and with 
as much professional aplomb 
as the other three artists. His 
titled Postmodern 
Iconography, consisted of a 
typically Martin-esque eclec- 
tic style of mixed media, 


collection, 


mixed symbolism, mixed 
genres, and a general aver- 
sion to traditional conven- 


tions. His inspirations include 
Jim Patterson, expressionist 
paintings of the Passion, and 
Mel Gibson to form a style 
he calls “primitivistic expres- 
sionism.” 

From visions of Dante's 
“Inferno” to echoes of the 
phoenix, and from the silver 
trees of Lothorien to swirl- 
ing pillars of cloud, Martin 
encouraged viewers to re- 
spond to his works with their 
own metaphors and interpre- 
tations, hoping they might 
serve as conversation start- 
ers with God. Many of his 
works are awful and tragic, 
depicting unmistakable suf- 
fering that pleads to God 
for an answer. Indeed, all of 
Martin's pieces fill one with 
questions, both of ire and 
fascination, rather than with 
provided answers. And that 
seems to be just the way he 
likes it. Though this reporter 
was craving a sound-bite, the 
usually silver-tongued Martin 
could only reply with the eva- 
sive statement, “Dualism bad, 
antithesis good.” 

To the credit of Redeemer’s 
art department and students, 
another astounding art ex- 
hibit has graced our hallways 
in the fundamental service of 
God, presenting to the pub- 
lic stunning cross-sections of 
Redeemer’s varied artistic tal- 
ent. ¢ > 
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Cultural 
Engagements 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, dis- 
cerning the spirits that inform every aspect of our lives. This col- 
umn provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the 
Hamilton area, in an invitation to each of us to engage responsibly 
in this process of cultural discernment. 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP 


I don’t know about you, but I’m ready for the end of the 
term, The warm sunshine today only intensifies my longing 
for summer. And with summer comes music festivals. Make 
sure that you take advantage of at least one of the local festi- 
vals this summer, with its lineup of stellar musical acts. Your 
attendance at these events matters in more ways than one. In 
a city that has demonstrated its “wisdom” by borrowing mil- 
lions of dollars to build a new expressway to foul our air, at the 
same time allowing both the Tivoli Theatre and the Festival of 
Friends to collapse (killing two birds with one wrecking ball), 
we can all encourage the preservation and development of 
arts and culture in Hamilton by our patronage. Here are some 
of the festivals to look for (please note that listings of per- 
formers will be on the festival websites later in the summer): 


Festival of Friends: Alas, the Spec has notified us that this may 
be the last year for this festival. Now in its 30th year, the Festival 
of Friends has hosted artists including Bruce Cockburn, 
Cowboy Junkies, and Spirit of the West. Held in August in 
Gage Park (another of Hamiton’‘s treasures worthy of being 
preserved), the festival is free and always delivers great music. 
Sound of Music Festival: This free festival, held in Burlington, 
is now celebrating its 26th year. Voted one of the top 50 festi- 
vals in Ontario by Festivals and Events Ontario, the SMF 
features “Jazz, Folk, Rock, Pop, Big Band, Country, Blues, 
Latin, Celtic, Performing Arts, Children’s Acts and more on 
six stages along our beautiful waterfront and Burlington 
Downtown” (SMF website). I have enjoyed concerts by 
Colin Linden and Spirit of the West at this festival. Enjoy 
a great evening of music by the shores of Lake Ontario! 
It's Your Festival: This is ‘the oldest and biggest Canada 
Day festival in Ontario’ (website). Organized by the 
Hamilton Folk Arts Heritage Council, this festival is in its 
35th year and has featured artists including Kim Mitchell, 
Burton Cummings and k.d. lang. Again, this is a freebie! 
Hillside Festival: Held in Guelph, this festival does come with 
a price tag ($80 for the full 3-day event by last year’s rates), but 
it’s well worth the cost. Performers including Bruce Cockburn 
and Blue Rodeo have been featured in years past. This year’s 
performers include Be Good Tanyas and Geoff Berner. 

Other Concerts: 

Collective Soul: May 10: Hamilton Convention Centre; May 
11: The Drink, London, Ontario; May 13: Element-West, 
Kitchener 

Jacob Moon: May 7: First Unitarian Church, Hamilton. €? 
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Advantage #8 
STUDENT ACCOUNTS 


(Banking solutions that make sense for you) 


STUDENT PRIMELINE AT PRIME 


DUCA Financial Services offers students the flexibility of their PrimeLine. This line of credit 
gives yOu a€cess to up to $5,000 per year in credit, with a quarantor’s signature. Activate 

your line of credit by writing a cheque, paying a bill through our OnLine Banking program, 

making an ATM withdravd or a point of sale purchase. All this is available at bank prime. 


AUTOMATED SERVICES 


Today's technology allows easy access to your DUCA account. You can use our Telephone 
Teller, of OnLine Banking program to access your account 24 hours per day. You can 
schedule bill payments or make transfers through DUCA's automated services. If you ever 
need to visit our branches, DUCA has a branch in Burlington, a short drive from 
Redeemer’s campus. 


Burlington Branch 
2017 Mount Forest Drive 
Mount Royal Plaza 

Tel. (905) 315-7981 
www.duca.com 


Come bank with us. 
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Royals achieve 
_ goals this 
season; awarded 
for best 
sportsmanship 
in league 


BY JOSEPH GROENEVELD 


Losing a game during the 
finals is always disappointing. 
But after five weeks of playoff 
hockey, the Royals team can 
only hold their heads high as 
they gave it their best effort 
each and every game. 

This past Friday, the sec- 
ond-place Royals squared off 
against the first-place Dundas 
Stars for a match-up that 
would determine the league 
champion. This was the first 
time in four years that the 
Royals have made it to the fi- 
nals. The game was fast and 
intense as both teams played a 
tight-checking game. With the 
Stars up 1-0 after the first pe- 
riod, Dave Degraaf slammed 
home a rebound to tie the 


game 1-1. 
However, after the Royals 
had an_ excellent scoring 


chance early in the third pe- 
riod, the Stars came down 
the ice to get the go-ahead 
goal. In the third period they 
scored another goal, and the 
Royals could not reply; the fi- 
nal score of the game was 3-1 
for the Stars. The Royals tried 
their best, but the Stars goal- 
tender came up with several 
game-saving stops. 

Not only was the final 
game exciting, but the en- 
tire playoffs consisted of in- 
tense and skilled hockey. The 
Royals’ first playoff game 
pitted them against the St. 
George Hawks. The Hawks 
put up a good fight and kept 
the game close, but the Royals 
prevailed to win 2-1. 


The following Friday, 
they faced off against the 
Burlington Pirates. The 
Pirates, who play a very de- 
fensive game, received a few 
breaks and made them count. 
The Royals could not solve 
the Pirates goalkeeper, and 
they lost 2-0. It seemed like a 
little setback, but not all hope 
was lost. 

While most people were at 
home with their families and 
friends on Good Friday, the 
Royals were at the arena fac- 
ing elimination. They played 
against the Burlington Chiefs, 
the league’s second highest 
scoring team, which was odd- 
ly enough having troubles 
scoring despite marginally 
out-shooting their opponents. 

After three periods and 
a five-minute overtime, the 
game was tied at 0. The game 
went into shootouts, and after 
five shooters each, no team 


had put one past either goal- 
tender. Then Chris Butt re- 
ceived the nod from Coach 
Ron Oppertshauser and slid 
the puck past their goalten- 
der to win the game. Huge 
credit goes to Royals goalten- 
der Cory D. McArthur for an 
amazing game. 

Because the team won that 
game, they had to play an- 
other game that same night 
against the B-town Beavers. 
The game did not begin un- 
til 11:15 p.m., and both teams 
appeared to be a little tired. 
However, it was another ex- 
cellent game, and the Royals 
forwards found their scoring 
touch: they potted three goals 
and won 3-2. 

Then there were only three 
teams left. The Stars beat 
the Pirates on Good Friday. 
Therefore, the Pirates and the 
Royals had a rematch. The 
Royals were determined not 


Dynamic Duos of the Court 


Basketball 
teams produce 
camaraderie, 
partnerships 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


Batman and Robin may 
have been the original dy- 
namic duo, but this year, 


Redeemer’s varsity basketball 
teams produced some fairly 
impressive duos of their own 

One of these duos consists 
of Jenn Ranter and Hannah 
Flemming of the women’s bas- 
ketball team. The two third- 
year students accounted for 
54.4 percent of Redeemer’s 
this year, averaging 
15.2 and 13.1 points per game, 
respectively. Their point totals 
were also good enough for 
second and third rankings in 
the Ontario College Athletic 
Association (OCAA) West di- 
vision this past season. It was 
a banner year for our women’s 
basketball team as they made 
the playoffs for the first time 
in Redeemer history. 

These two girls are not 
just teammates; they have 
also been roommates since 
their first days at Redeemer. 
“We've lived together [for] 
three years, going on four,” 
explained Ranter. “We're best 
friends on and off the court — 
almost blood-related.” 

However, their earliest 
memories of each other are 
not entirely pleasant. “She 
scared the crap out of me,” 
said Ranter. 

“\Jenn’s] mom was pretty 


points 


intimidating,” Flemming re- 
marked. 

Despite their initial reser- 
vations, Ranter said that they 
were “instant friends.” The 
friendship has helped out 
each of them on the court; 
they work together seamless- 
ly. Flemming’s deadly outside 
shooting (her 17 three-point- 
ers tie her for the highest num- 
ber in the OCAA) is the perfect 
complement to Ranter’s inside 
attack. They appreciate each 
other’s talents, abilities, and 
what each brings to the game. 

“(Jenn brings] intensity, a 
good attitude, a strong offen- 
sive game, intimidation, and 
aggressiveness,” explained 
Flemming. 

Ranter offered some praise 
in return: “Hannah's 
ership and_ skill contribute 
greatly to our successes. She's 
a player we rely on.” 

As intense and aggressive 
as they are on the court, the 
two ladies tease each other 
when they're off of it. When 
asked to describe Ranter, 
Flemming, stated (while com- 
pletely straight-faced), “She 
drives me nuts, but in a good 
way, and she knows it. [She 
is] loud, rude, annoying, ob- 
noxious and selfish.” Hannah 
paused and laughed. “But 
she’s so pretty.” 

Ranter described Flemming 
as “a clown and a joker,” 
which is evidently very true. 
While both girls have similar 
personalities on and off the 
court, Ranter made note of 
one key difference between 
them: “I’m the nicer one.” 

“Oh yeah, I’m mean,” 
Hannah replied. “I’m not 


lead- 


’ 


nice.” 
What is nice for Redeemer 
is that the future is bright for 
our women’s basketball team: 
both Ranter and Flemming 
return next year, along with 
the rest of Redeemer’s start- 
ing lineup. After making the 
playoffs this year, the goal is 
to hopefully advance even fur- 
ther this coming season. 
Redeemer’s other varsity 
basketball team has a duo of 
its own; however, this one 
is cut from a slightly differ- 
ent cloth. Matt Bergman and 
Dustin Vanhouwlingen 
spectively averaged 11.8 and 
11.7 points per game this past 
season to lead the Royals. 
Vanhouwlingen was named to 
the OCAA West All-Star team, 
while Bergman’s 21 three 
pointers placed him sixth in 
the division in that category. 
As similar as the two play 
on the court, their similarities 
off of it are even more evident. 
This was exemplified 
when | asked each of them 
individually which one was 
Batman and which one was 
Robin. “I’m Batman,” 
both responded. “Because 
Batman is better looking.” 
While each feels that he is 
the more attractive of the pair, 
they do not mean any insult to 
each other. “[Vanhouwlingen| 
is a very good looking man,” 
Bergman explained. “He 
brings a lot of fans to the 
games. He’s got a great head 
of hair. You don’t find hair 
like that anymore, the way it 
bushes out. I wish I had his 
hair.” 
Vanhouwlingen’s 
ings towards Bergman are 


re- 


best 


they 


feel- 


to let the Pirates’ best play- 
er and league M.V.P. Josh 
Gallea have any room to 
skate or take any shots. The 
forwards fore-checked and 
back-checked hard, frustrat- 
ing and tiring out their op- 
ponents for the duration of 
the game. The whole team 
worked very hard and won 
the game 2-1, in what was one 
of their best games of the year. 
Because they won this game, 
the Royals made it to the final 
against the Stars. 

Indeed, it was an excellent 
‘year, The team reached every 
goal that it set, especially in 
the area of penalty minutes, 
where they had the second 
lowest time in the league! This 
year’s team was a real team. 
Game in and game out, they 
worked hard, had positive 
attitudes, and were encour- 
aging to one another; they 
played with a lot of heart. 


JOHN WHANG 


There were no superstars; ev- 
eryone worked together, and 
a different player stepped up 
every game. 

This season has been full 
of ups but also a few downs. 
The Royals’ biggest games 
of the year included an 8-2 
win over the Pirates, a 0-0 tie 
against the Stars, and a 6-2 
loss against Calvin College. A 
couple of disappointing mo- 
ments this season included 
losing against the Rebels back 
in early October and being 
unable to defeat the Stars. 

But the entire team agrees 
that they were blessed with a 
season that was a lot of fun. 
Every Friday night was en- 
joyable. Furthermore, — the 
team attempted to play every 
game with a disciplined and 
sportsmanlike style of hock- 
ey. Even though they faltered 
many times, the team was fo- 
cussed on playing hockey in 


The dynamic duo of Jenn Ranter and Hannah Flemming has been in development 
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a Christian way, which is in- 
tense but keeps in mind that 
one must play to God’s glory 
and take every thought, word, 
and action into captivity to 
Christ. This is not something 
the team talked about out of 
mere formality; playing for 
the Lord was a priority, even 
though it can be difficult in 
sports. 

The team has been amazed 
at the fan turnout and excite- 
ment, especially in the past 
few weeks. Having so much 
support is encouraging and 
exciting for the players, and 
many thanks go out to all the 
fans. The league appreciates 
the Redeemer fans as well. 

As is the nature of univer- 
sity sports, there are always 
some players who are grad- 
uating. After five seasons 
of Redeemer hockey, Justin 
Anjema, Gord O’Koin, and 
Scott Reckman are on the 
move. Anjema started out the 
season as a player/assistant 
coach, and the team was 
blessed to have him play in 
most games, as he was a huge 
help on defence. 

O’Koin moved back to de- 
fence this year, even though 
he had not played the posi- 
tion since he was 12 years old. 
However, once he became 
comfortable on defence, he 
was very steady. 

Reckman also worked hard 
this year and provided a lot 
of offensive punch (he led the 
team with 17 goals). Despite 
being a big guy who received 
a lot of punishment from op- 
posing teams, he played with 
extreme discipline this year 
and deserves a lot of cred- 
it for that. These three play- 
ers bring their own character 
to the team, and they will be 
missed. They have served 
Redeemer well. 

The team thanks Redeemer 
for supporting them. They 
have given Redeemer a good 
name in the hockey league, 
and they hope to continue to 
do so next year. + 


JEFP SIEGER 


since the girls’ first days at Redeemer: these two girls are not just teammates; they 
have also been roommates since the beginning. 


similar. When asked what 
Bergman brings to the court, 
Vanhouwlingen responded, 
“Good looks and a different 
side to the game.” (Bergman 
is left-handed.) 

As complimentary as they 
are about each other's looks, 
they are equally as com- 
plimentary when speaking 
about basketball. “Bergman 
compliments my game as well 
as I compliment his,” stated 
Vanhouwlingen. 

Bergman added, “My game 
wouldn't be the same without 
Dustin. He’s one of the purest 
shooters | have ever seen. It 
helps to have a guy who can 
post up and shoot.” 

The two have played to- 
gether for two seasons and 
clearly share a_ connection 
both on and off of the court. 


“When [Vanhouwlingen] and 
| are together, we joke all the 
time. We have a great rela- 
tionship on and off the court,” 
said Bergman. “On the court, 
we always know where the 
other one is. | could make a 
pass blind and probably get it 
to Dustin.” 

Unfortunately for 
Redeemer, only one of the 
two is returning next year, 
Bergman is moving on to 
Mohawk to study advertis- 
ing, marketing and sales. He 
had some parting wishes for 
Vanhouwlingen: “I hope he 
does really well next year. He 
already is a great player, but 
he has the potential to be even 
greater.” 

Bergman will miss one 
thing about Vanhouwlingen: 
“The way he winks at me af- 


ter | make a good play—that 
feeling is unreal.” 

Vanhouwlingen’s final 
words for Bergman were as 
equally strong, even if they 
weren't as original: “The 
smile on his face lets me know 
that he needs me. There’s a 
truth in his eyes saying he'll 
never leave me. The touch of 
his hand lets me know he'll 
catch me if ever I fall.” 

Iam sad that I will not have 
another chance to watch these 
two work together on the bas 


ketball court—at least, not 
while wearing the red and 
white of Redeemer. They are 
two tremendously © skilled 
players who compliment 
each other even more on the 
court than they do with their 
quotes, They say tt best when 


they say nothing, at all 
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Registrar’s Office 
Discriminates 
Against Colour- 
Blind Students 


Advocacy group 
to investigate 
appointment-book 
controversy 


BY JASON DUERMEYER 


Third-year psychology _ stu- 
dent Gary Fondler has_ seen 
brighter days. Last week, Richard 
Wikkerink sternly advised Fondler 
over the phone that he has been de- 
nied the right to enrol in classes for 
the upcoming academic year. The 
rationale for the denial has been 
traced back to Fondler’s inability to 
see colours. 

Fondler, who has been colour- 
blind all of his life, inadvertently 
signed his name on the incorrect 
page in the appointment book lo- 
cated in the registrar’s office. The 
pages in the book were colour co- 
ordinated with the memos that had 
been sent to all students, in accor- 
dance to the year in which each stu- 


Beware the 
Seven Signs of 


the Love 


dent is currently enrolled. 

Although the colour-coded 
scheme has reportedly assisted 
not-so-bright students, it has si- 
multaneously been a nightmare for 
visually challenged peers, many of 
whom signed the wrong coloured 
sheets. 

“I had no idea that, like, my 
memo was, like, coloured,” said 
Fondler in a private interview. “I 
spoke to Mr. Wikkerinky the day 
after he called me. He was, like, ‘I 
can’t endorse students who can- 
not, like, grasp my colour-coded 
thingy. The reality is this: if you 
cannot, like, sign up correctly, then 
you don’t come back here.’” 

Fondler continued, “And then 
I was, like, ‘you guys are usually, 
like, pretty nice and stuff. But this 
is, like, wrong.’ The next thing I 
know, some security guys are, like, 
escorting me out of the building.” 

But Fondler is not a pushover; 
he has brought the discriminatory 
behaviour of Redeemer’s adminis- 
tration to the attention of the ad- 
visory board of the Black & White 
Advocacy Group. 


Game 


Stude 
registering for courses. 
Among other endeavours, the 
group has been lobbying the gov- 
ernment to implement streetlights 
that utilize elaborate black and 
white symbols rather than the dis- 
criminatory colour-coded scheme. 
Dr. Martin King, who oversees 
the group’s operations, will be meet- 
ing with Wikkerink this coming 
week to see if the registrar’s office 
might be “persuaded” to change its 
discriminatory policies. je 


“Critical Stage 
Study” Pinpoints 
Symptoms of 
Attractedness 


SUBMITTED BY 
CAROLINE BULK 


With all the weekly en- 
gagement announcements 
being made here, it is no 
wonder that Redeemer has 
a reputation for handing out 
MRS Degrees. But before the 
wedding comes the engage- 
ment, before the engagement 
comes the dating game, and 
before the dating game... 
what? 

Generally, as feelings of at- 
traction arise, a victim of the 
“love game” goes through 
the seven predictable stages 
of the Critical Stage Study. 
What begins as adamant de- 
nial of feelings leads to phys- 
iological disorders, paralysis 
by over-analysis, reluctant 
acceptance, states of mania 
and depression, convenient 
run-ins, and the four most 
fated words in the English 
language: “We have to talk.” 

It is important to be aware 
of your stage status so’ that, 
when family, friends, or that 
special someone questions 
your status, you can be quick 
to answer. 


The Critical Stage Study 


1. Denial, which includes 
rise of feelings 

a) to yourself 

b) defensiveness 

c) to others 

d) lying 


2. Nervousness/Anxiety 
a) sleep disorders 
b) food abnormalities 
c) sharp intakes of breath 
and/or minor panic 
attacks 
d) speech impairment 


3. Over-analyzation 
a) yes/no??? 
b) stalker instincts arise/ 
severe avoidance 
c) positive/negative 


feedback 
d) your movements and 
actions 


4. Acceptance/Admittance 
a) sneaky entry into 
conversation 
b) out of denial 
c) slow release of 
information 
d) comfort level rises 


5. Extreme Highs and Lows 
a) happiness depends on 
person 
b) severe mood swings 
c) random outbursts of 
joy 
"first personal, then public 
(occasionally a mix) 


6. Organization 

a) “accidental” bump-ins 

b) memorization of 
schedule 

c) secret planning of 
events 

d) drop all activities when 
interrupted 

e) change plans at last 
minute and planning 
around person 


7. The Talk 
a) is inevitable 
b) leads to an extreme 
emotion 
c) affects your mood, 
sleep habits, ability to 
function, and life in 
general for weeks after 
d) i) ends critical stage 
study 
ii) start back at stage 
one with new 
potential 
ili) begins new stage 
(i.e. official dating); 
see “Post-Critical 
Stage Study” 
iv) possible continual 
subsequent talks 


A Disclaimer: 

1) It is possible to be in 
more than one stage at 
any given time. 

2) It is possible to skip and 
retreat stages, but it’s 
important to complete 
eventually, 

3) If you think you’re not 
in a stage, you are in 
denial! 

4) This is only a guide; use 
it with discretion. £2 
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With the increase 
of students at ee cilia 
Redeemer, Tg Pars te 
Student Life y BOM BE Tee 
has resorted to ~ 
the use of the 
Bus Shelter 
as a residence. 
This is only 
a temporary 
solution; in 2007, 
it will become 
the new Prayer ‘ ame eye it aie 
Room. Al Postma, RA of the Bus Shelter, ‘welcomes his first t-year 
me students to their new home. 


has never been 
this easy. “Pass 
the Windex!” 
says Jesse 
Smith. 


Making prank 
calls and having 
showers have 
never been this 
fun before! 


Al Postma helps 
out in the daily 
routines in the 
life of first-year 

students 
at Redeemer. 
Winter weather 
may pose a 
problem. 


Met vi 


on WN (fem 
Everyone shares his feelings together at dorm 
devotions. The Bus Shelter is great for sharing. 
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Joyce travels to Niagara Falls 
and poses with tourists 
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at Hamilton District Christian 
High School. However, upon 
inspection of this structure, 
several small details re- 
veal that this is no ordinary 
church. In fact, it may not be 
a church at all. 

The Maple-Reindeers 
Company has recently un- 
veiled new blueprints of 
the building that greatly 
resemble a Taj Mahal-like 
structure. Several of the con- 
struction overseers admitted 
to The Clown that this is no 


coincidence. 
Some of Redeemer’s more 
perceptive students have 


taken note of these new 
changes. One student on 
campus reported having seen 
Mohammed himself survey- 
ing the grounds of the build- 
ing while shaking his head 
vigorously. Students seem to 
hold slightly different views 
concerning the matter. 

Philosophy and_ theol- 
ogy guru Chris de Winter 
vehemently spoke out once 
he discovered the building 
project was taking place. 
His loud voice could be 
heard even in Meadowlands. 
Indignantly, he protested, 
“A mosque?! This is terrible. 
Over the past centuries we 
have struggled to remove 
the Neo-Platonic synthe- 
sis from within Christianity 
and move towards a scrip- 
turally directed ground mo- 
tive. With the presence of a 
mosque, we will become so 
focused on apologetics and 
on avoiding syncretism that 
the Neo-Calvinist call to re- 
deem the whole of creation 
will be belittled.” 

He is not alone in his 
fears. Although it is unclear 
what affect a neighbouring 
mosque might have upon 
Redeemer, many students 
are bracing themselves for 
a great challenge to their 
Reformed Weltanschauung. 
Already there are signs that 
the Muslim influence is pen- 
etrating the campus on many 
levels. Construction work- 
ers preparing the proposed 
state-of-the-art Peter Turkstra 
library appear to be creating 
a ten-foot statue of Osmanli, 
the fearless Ottoman Turk 
military sultan of the twelfth 
century. Additionally, several 
librarians are already setting 
aside a significant portion of 
the library for a new section 
devoted to Arabic writings 
and Islamic history and faith, 
adjacent to the meager Dutch 
language section of books. 

Within the Ancillary 
Services department, 
Redeemer’s own campus 


o the trunk of a 2002 Telia. . 
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Uae 


food store, The 
Market, is expect- 
ed to boycott all 
pork products to 
better serve a wid- 
er range of cus- 
tomer preferences. 
As well, Market 
staff plan to serve 
only night hours during the 
month of November next 
year for the feasts and fasts 
of Ramadan. Redeemer’s 
own Chef Dave is excited 
about the new opportunity 
to dip into a Middle Eastern 
cuisine. 

Other students expressed 
great support for the pos- 
sibility of Islamic influence 
within Redeemer. From her 
perch atop a newly con- 
structed minaret — where 
she has just begun her new 
work-study position as cam- 
pus muezzin, issuing the five 
times daily call to prayer— 
Laura Stewart spoke rather 
positively about the matter. 
“As a member of the United 
Church of Canada,” she said, 
“I think we should welcome 
people of all faiths to our 
campus, as has the United 
Church into her open arms.” 

On a more practical note, 
Stewart felt that Islamic 
pressure would promote in- 
creased modesty on campus 
and that “it will encour- 
age first-years to wear more 
clothing.” Stewart claimed 
already to have had lunch 
with Mohammed on several 
occasions. 

In the meantime, this new 
building project has caused 
Professor Hugh Cook, Dr. 
Harry Van Dyke, Dr. Michael 
Goheen, and Dr. Bert Polman 
to dramatically alter their ac- 
ademic careers due to princi- 
pled opposition. 

Van Dyke, who has been 
involved with Redeemer 
since the institution’s histor- 
ic beginnings in 1976, reports 
that he has never witnessed 
such a dramatic shift in reli- 
gious ideologies. As he says, 
“Redeemer has a_ history 
of progressive movements, 
but this very occurrence is 
threatening its unity of pur- 
pose. Manmade institutions 
are not meant to last forev- 
er, but this is most certainly 
a short duration of time for 
this formerly Christian insti- 
tution to relinquish its very 
foundational religiosity.” 

A long time member of 
Fellowship CRC, English 
department head Professor 
Cook was at a loss to express 
his views on the cataclysmic 
matter. In a heartfelt inter- 
view with The Clown, he re- 
“This may surprise, 
shock many in the 
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Market staff plan to serve only night hours during 
the month of November next year for the feasts 
and fasts of Ramadan. Redeemer’s own Chef Dave 
is excited about the new opportunity to dip into a 


Middle Eastern cuisine. 


Redeemer community, but 
I have no words to express 
my feelings on the issue.” 


ing through a phase, kind 
of like when churches began 
singing hymns for the first 


Because of the nature of thisstime.” > 


unspeakable phenomenon, 
he is expected to retreat into 
his writer’s haven and pro- 
duce exclusively Canadian 
fiction at a frantic rate for at 
least the next few years. 

Dr. Goheen is still strug- 
gling to find the creational 
good in this distorted con- 
struction of reality. Although 
he acknowledges that there 
are some merits to religious 
pluralism, this, he says, will 
challenge Redeemer’s very 
core. “It’s quite possible,” 
he professes, “that this syn- 
cretistic phenomenon will 
threaten Redeemer’s whole 
witnessing presence in the 
whole community, and the 
whole world.” However, 
Goheen hopes that Redeemer 
students can hold fast to their 
beliefs and that perhaps this 
will transform the religious 
apathy on campus. He says, 
“Perhaps this type of reli- 
gious opposition may help 
to deepen the convictions of 
students and may result in 
a renewing of faith commit- 
ments on campus.” 


After last Wednesday's 
Chapel service, ‘Chapel 
Coordinator Dr. Polman 


chimed, “I think Chapel may 
change a bit. It will certainly 
be different than when | first 
arrived at Redeemer. It may 
become difficult to make use 
of the organ in our services 
now, but, as a preliminary 
measure, the Chapel Team 
intends to introduce tradi- 
tional Islamic instruments 
such as the sintar (played 
by Nathan Stretch), tan- 
bour, and of course, vocals 
(Amanda Lammers), and 
the daraboukka (Sam Martin). 
Furthermore, prayer chants 
will likely increase in vari- 
ety from the three current- 
ly in rotation, and ‘Heal the 
Nations’ will certainly take 
on new meaning. However, 
since the organ is my area 
of expertise, I will be relin- 
quishing my chair to a more 
qualified Muslim applicant.” 

Various others in 
Redeemer’s community 
have expressed opinions and 
concern regarding the phe- 
nomenon. According to one 
of the Rachels on campus, 
Redeemer may “just be go- 


Though President Cane 
has expressed deep concern 
about this new invasion fac- 
ing Redeemer, he believes it 
is beyond his ability to con- 
trol “this of Redeemer’s most 
recent challenges.” At pres- 
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Favourite Pro Athlete: Mats Sundin 
Favourite Sport to Play: Tonsil hock- 


Favourite Sport to Watch: Chess 
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Interesting Fact: Has huge sections 
of Shakespeare memorized for no 


Comment about Jacqueline: “I've 
never met anyone who is so often 
wrong in her opinions!” 


Mosque: A Topic of Controversy and Debate 


ent, the Christian 
Reformed Synod 
has taken a “hands- 
off” approach to this 
issue, and it is more 
than likely that 
Classis Hamilton 
will do the same. 
Understandably, 
these committees want to do 
their best to avoid any pos- 
sible church divisions. But 


committed themselves to 
meeting religiously to dis- 
cuss a Reformed perspec- 
tive in view of this creeping 
Islamic fundamentalism. As 
well, to let some fur-balls 
out of the bag, some of the 
more dedicated Kuyper sons 
and daughters have begun 
re-translating and_ re-inter- 


preting several Dooyeweerd 


and Calvinist forerunners 


in the process, the Redeemer.,..such as .Guillaume Groen 


community has been left on 
its own to divide malignant- 
ly. 

There are faint glimmers 
of hope, however, with the 
dynamic participants _ of 
Kuyper’s Café, who have 
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van Prinsterer, and Abraham 
Kuyper—not to mention 
John Calvin himself. 

Time will surely tell who 
will be the true victor of this 
“jihad.” In any case, many 
casualties are expected. $3 
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Do You Recognize 


Chef Dave 
relegated to 
the margins 
of Redeemer 

society 


BY BRIANNA HAMMER 


Do you remember Chef 
Dave? Neither did we, until 
top investigative reporters 
here at The Clown stumbled 
upon his name in a file la- 
beled “Fame, Fifteen Minutes 
of.” After further in-depth, 
ethical, and completely unbi- 
ased journalistic research, The 
Clown has learned that Chef 
Dave is none other than the 
forgotten chef of Redeemer 
University College. 

The arrival of Chef Dave in 


ees 


BY STEVEN VELDKAMP 


Frustrated on-campus 
students put up with an 
unacceptable level of in- 
ternet connectivity begin- 
ning last November when 
a virus propagated _ it- 
self onto update-starved 
Windows XP machines. 
But the smiles returned to 
students’ faces when, early 
in March, access to the in- 
ternet surprisingly and in- 
explicably re-stabilized. 

“[Tiny elves] approached 
me as I was sitting be- 
hind my desk download- 


CAMPUS INTERNET 
RESTORED 


Shoulder devils prove to be network saviours 


help the cause of the elves by 
teaching students that com- 
puter viruses, like medical 
ones, should be prevented 
and not welcomed, the se- 
lect few Computer Science 
students simply muttered 
something about the com- 
puter science lab getting its 
own (problem-free) Internet 
connection. 


Computer Science 


Professor Dr. Schuurman as- 
sures The Crown that tech- 
savvy elves are much more 
abundant than the public 
is aware they are, “Well, of 
course,” he said, “computers 


don’t keep running based 
on good theories and engi- 
neering. Computer science 
is an art.” 

However the miniature 
network professionals do 
their work, students were 
beaming during those 
first glorious moments 
of renewed Internet ac- 
cess. One ecstatic first-year 
chimed, “It was as though 
the storm had cleared and 
the sun was shining once 
again, and I immediately 
realized that the structure 
of creation is good after 


uf 
alll” $2 


the summer of 2004 caused 
many students to hope for 
communal offerings slight- 
ly more tasty than the Kraft- 
Dinner-and-hot-dogs — dish 
served up in previous years, 
and he was welcomed with 
cheers, shouts of acclamation, 
and even tears. Chef Dave 
and his culinary masterpiec- 
es were apparently once the 
talk of the campus, eliciting 
rock-star treatment and femi- 
nine wails of “I stood beside 
him at the vegetable cooler 
at The Market this afternoon 
EEEIIII!” 

While the female populous 
exchanged “Dave Stories” 
during late-night dorm gos- 
sip sessions, disheartened 
male students were grateful 
for Chef Dave's generous of- 
fer of cooking lessons such 
as “How to Boil the Perfect 
Egg” and “Winning the 
Heart of the Girl Next Door 


Chef Dave’s fifteen minutes of fame are over, it 


JEFF SIEGER 


seems. This photo shows Dave in happier times. 


with Edible Roses.” So what 
ever happened to Redeemer’s 
most famous member of 
Food Services? 

Students apparently be- 
came accustomed to Chef 
Dave's high-class Communal 
meals and turned into food 
snobs. Chef Dave gradually 
faded from the spotlight, su- 
perseded by other exciting 
campus events such as three 
days of consistent Internet, 
the planned construction of 
more On-campus apartments 
for Redeemer’s ever-increas- 
ing married population, and 
the tarring of the roof of the 
Academic building. 

Chef Dave did attempt 
to make a comeback late in 


the year by offering freshly- 
cooked ribs for sale at The 
Market, and posing entic- 
ingly for the cover of Images 
magazine with another fa- 
mous face, President Justin 
Cooper. But perhaps all these 
attempts are too little, too late 
for Chef Dave, Redeemer’s 
former rock-star. It now ap- 
pears he has accepted his 
new status as “old-age rock- 
er,” and has even been heard 
comparing himself to the 
likes of the Rolling Stones 
and The Who. 

The Clown applauds Chef 
Dave as he maintains a 
steady, albeit unseen and un- 
noticed, presence on cam- 


pus. £3 


ing multi-gigabyte files at 
blinding speed,” said Tony 
Wiersma, “They looked 
like those little devils that 
sit on your shoulder, about 
that size. They said they 
could fix the problem. So I 
said, ‘Whatever.’” 

Wiersma told The Clown 
that he was astonished 
when, minutes later, the 
phone stopped ringing, his 
own Internet connection 
dramatically improved, 
and the students who had 
been lined up behind his 
desk suddenly dispersed 
with sounds of rejoicing. 

Student —_ explanations 
concerning how computer 
services fixed the problem 
ranged from, “By actu- 
ally doing something” to, 
“Who cares. I can finally 
talk to my roommate on 
MSN again!” 

Having volunteered to 


“Dan Brinkman left his walnuts 
on our windowsill.” 
— Jeff Sieger 


“All of the guys at the school 
are taken. Like, why would 
you come to university with a 
girlfriend?” 

~ Ellie Kennedy 


“How do the Chinese do it 
without knives? Eat, that is.” 
~ Chelsea Schinkel 


“Winnie the Pooh has inner rage. 
That's why he’s fat: he keeps it 
bottled up inside.” 

- Ashley White 


“I need a boyfriend just to make 
me dinner tonight and then to 
gO away.” ~ Ellie Kennedy 


“T read that movie!” 
~ Chelsea Schinkel 


“All people have faults and I 
just assumed you were one of 
them. I guess I was w rong” 

Vicki Allossery 


“You guys could be the Craig- 
ettes,” 

Alaina Frankruyter to Simon 

LeSieur and Dylon Nofziger 


“Just wait till you find a Redeemer 
boy. I found three!” 


~ Sam Merrifield 


“It ain't cheating if I’m doing it!” 
— Alaina Fawcett 


“Every girl has to dream of a 
shiny man.” 
~ Samantha Merrifield 


“If I was a cat I'd punch myself in 
the face.” — Simon LeSieur 


“How can I be a Canadian 
without Hockey Night in 
Canada?! Oh, wait, I’m Dutch. 
But that doesn’t matter.” 

— Mans Eisen 


“It’s like being slapped in the face 
by a hand that may or may not 
be there,” 

~ Ryan Sero, on 
existentialist insults 


“Do you really want manly love 
in the kitchen people?” 
- Mans Eisen 


“I'm a huge fan of ice cream and 
ice cream makes me a huge 
fan.” 


— Sam Martin 


“Please make Ryan a real boy!” 
~ Victor Laarman, 
referring to Ryan Sero 


“Yeah, Americans are 
interesting...but then again, so 
are squirrels” 

~ Kelsea Lawrenson 


> 
* 
“I would live with first year 


girls... I wouldn't say no...” 
— Roman Golovchenko 


“I milked a horse once.” 
— Laura DeBoer 


“I think my armpit hair and my 
chest hair are joining forces 
and making an assault on my 
back.” 

~ Noah Hicks 


“What doesn’t have chunks of 
my brain in it?” 
~ Kevin Lobert 


“I have waded in the pool of 
love... and then somebody 
urinated in it.” 

~ Kevin Lobert 


“IT am hobo-like, in that I don’t 


bathe or shave.” 
~ Noah Hicks 
“You can’t worship God in 
French!” 


— Randall Benbow 


“If I'm not married by next week 
I’m buying a car!” 


— Jackie Betkendam 


“After that movie | think Ihave to 
go read my Bible.” 
— Jeanine Westra 


“Happiness is like peeing your 
pants: everyone can See it, but 
only you can feel its Warmth.” 

~ Jelma Gorter 


“I can’t sleep; I’m too excited 
about life.” 
~ Aileen Verheul 


“lll scrub like a wombat, don’t 
worry.” 

— Heather Alblas 

(on washing dishes) 


“If you need sex to sell your 
cheese, _ there's something 
wrong with your cheese!” 

— Melissa Kuipers 


“Demanding little thing, aren't 
you?” ~ Leah Ensing 

“Yep, I'm a handful!” 
~ Teresa DeVries 


“Thirsty? I can transfer the 
chocolate milk from my mouth 
to your mouth!” 

~ Meg Miedema 


“I was conceived before Genesis 
a he — Cara Hovius 


“Where did they go on the 
Amazing Race today?” 

— Petra Schermers 

— Natasha Eggink 

— Petra Schermers 


“Berlin.” 
“Russia?” 


“Why aren’t you wearing your 
pajamas?” 

— Cory, at the Midnight Breakfast 

“I sleep in my underwear and 
I don’t think that would be 
appropriate.” —Dr. Fennema 


“Il like men with hair on their 
back—something to hold 
onto.” — Annie Ling 


“I’ve always wanted to pee in a 
diaper.”  — Maggie Kormann 


“Isn't Japan in China?” 
— Rachel Rauwerda 


“I think I dated her boyfriend.” 
— Paul Dekker 


“Your hair is getting longer... 
Did you cut it?” 
— Christen Graham 


“I'm feeling fertile.” 
— Christen Graham 


“It’s the love inside the bedroom 
that counts!” — Ania Popiolek 


“It wasn’t me, I like boogers!” 
~ Michelle Teeninga 


“Sometimes strengths are so 
strong, they’re weaknesses.” 
~— Colleen VanBoom 


“Why is it that those who 
know the least, know it the 
loudest?” ~ Dr. Hackney 


“Gullible’ is in the dictionary!” 
~ Colleen VanBoom 


“I feel like my head is going to 
explode but there’s nothing in 
it!” 

— Michelle VanHarten 


“You should've seen the sunset 
this morning,” 
~ Tracy Voorberg 


“I don’t lie and I don’t steal, 
but I’m okay with the other 
Commandments.” 

~ Fanis Juma 


“Mental constipation + verbal 
diarrhea = no no” 
— Victor Laarman 


“I don’t 
fondle” 


have a vehicle to 
— Sharon Kiers 


“Today I blew my noodle and it 
smoked!” 
— Joy Groot Nibbelink 


“I will be good looking until I 
die.” — Dave Groen 


“Eubacteria!” — Rachel Mosterd 
“Did you just call me bacteria?” 
— Cheryl Maksymyk 


“My OMA parties more than I 
do!” — Michelle deBoer 


“Guys, I could be a first year 
Senator; what do I have to 
do?” 
~ Joyce deVries, a second year 


“Joyce, can I et 
y P 
eyebrows?” 


your 
- Amy Hughes 


“Just ‘cause I take Tylenol doesn’t 
mean I’m a druggie.” 
— Jenny DeVries 


“I’m a farting machine!” 
— Katie Hall 


“That's my deep, sexy voice, real 
low!” ~ Mrs. Chaing 


“Il focus on myself more than 
anything.” — Sarah Slotegraaf 


“It’s tough that we all have to 
share the same man.” 

— Lauren Schultz, 

talking about Jesus 


“That's so 
tacky.” 


khaki...[ mean, 
— Gabriella Meleca 


“Let's just focus on having: our 
minds disturbed.” Me 
~ Robyn Hogan 


“I would date a pastor if he was 
single.” — Robyn Hogan 

“Lam officially a female.” ~ st 
~ Joel Haas 
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And a new SIS 
degree will make 
that a reality 


BY JENNIFER WEENING 


A stroll down Redeemer’s 
hallways gives any visitor a 
clear view of one of the in- 
stitution’s worst kept secrets: 
the 3:1 female-to-male ratio. 
Since the college’s inception 
in 1976, the male-female pro- 

has remained one of 
its top selling points for its 
few male students, drawing 
them in with the promise of, 
at the very least, a fiancée by 
graduation. 

The ominous, discouraging 
ratio has appeared to have no 
impact on Redeemer’s hun- 
dreds of female students. 
Each September, estrogen fills 
up roughly 41 of the campus’ 
55 student residences, leaving 
male students to bask in the 
joy of never having to cook a 
meal for themselves. 


THE 


Girls Just Wanna Be Nuns 


In a shocking statement 
made by the Redeemer 
Senate yesterday, however, 
college administration an- 
nounced that the sorely un- 
derused MRS degree will be 
phased out within the next 
five years in favour of the 
SIS degree, which is intend- 
ed, more appropriately, to 
prepare Redeemer’s female 
population for callings into 
sisterhood. 

“We're very excited to 
move forward in this way,” 
explained one administra- 
tor, who preferred to remain 
anonymous. “This step will 
have enduring consequenc- 
es for the school and its stu- 
dents, and we are confident 
that the community will rally 
around this decision.” 

His confidence could prove 
to be founded. A study con- 
ducted during the decision- 
making process showed that 
more than half of Redeemer’s 
females were graduating 
without ‘diamonds on their 
fingers, which a first-year fe- 
male called “a travesty.” 
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“They keep telling us that 
women need to be equally 
educated,” she complained, 
“but what kind of. demo- 
graphically aimed marketing 
is it that the school’s female 
graduates have nothing to do 
but find a job?” 

Administrators hope that 
this announcement will help 
to alleviate some of the nega- 
tive feedback on “University 
Experience Surveys,” many 
of which have been returned 
with comments like this 
one: “I feel like my dorm’s 
household chores have really 
helped to prepare me for life 
after graduation, but I’m be- 
ginning to get worried, since 
I haven't yet found anyone 
who wants me to clean up af- 
ter him!” 

A male student comment- 
ed, “Although I can imagine 
that this might cause some 
uproar, I think it’s much more 
normative to be realistic and 
honest with students than to 
raise false hopes.” 

“Since the fall was the re- 
sult of woman’s ignorance,” 
President Justin 
Cooper was 
quoted as saying, 
“as an institution 
we felt an obli- 
gation to combat 
that lack of edu- 
cation. Over the 
past 28 years, we 
have done our 
part, but we feel 
that we cannot 


continue to sacrifice the edu- 
cation of our young men by 
upholding this perpetual dis- 
traction.” 

While the MRS is being 
phased out, students will 
have the option of pursuing 
either degree, although the 
Senate expects that the SIS 
will become the degree of 
choice as soon as program de- 
tails are worked out. Profits 
from the sale of the fashion- 
able new uniforms for those 
enrolled in the SIS program — 
black habits complete with 
headpieces—will go towards 
improving facilities to better 
suit the desired purposes of 
this new degree. 

One proposed change, 
which administration 
hopes to have completed by 
September 2006, is the con- 
version of the orchard at the 
rear of the campus (often 
used as a romantic destina- 
tion for starry-eyed couples) 
to resemble rolling Viennese 
mountains, along with the 
installation of a permanent 
sound system blasting “The 
hills are alive with the sound 
of music.” 

An open forum will be held 
the first week of September 
in the upcoming academic 
year to give students a chance 
to have all of their questions 
answered. Until that date, 
students are encouraged 
to contact any member of 
the Senate for more infor- 
mation. jue 


Service at a local cathedral will be part 
of the required practicum for the new SIS degree. 
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Student Life Anticipates High Demand 
For Kitty Murray Houses 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Telephone/Internet: The dorms 
will again be provided with a city 
phone line; Student Life hopes 
that this coming year it will work 
upwards of 50 percent of the time. 
This improvement will be espe- 
cially helpful because the dorms 
are not equipped with high-speed 
Internet and must instead rely 
on a dial-up system. The city of 
Hamilton promises that they will 
do everything in their power to 
prevent the rat population from 
chewing through the phone lines 
every week and that, when this 
happens, an employee will arrive 


to rectify the problem within three 
to four weeks. 

Water: The homes will now 
have enough running water so 
that as many as half of the resi- 
dents will be able to take a show- 
er in the same day! There will also 
be chemicals added to the well so 
that drinking water will be avail- 
able after one simple boiling pro- 
cedure. 

Heat: Student Life promises that 
the homes will be given some kind 
of heating system by January at 
the latest; however, whether that 
will mean equipping the houses 
with furnaces or simply giving 
each resident an extra sleeping 


bag has yet to be decided. 

The only problem left is decid- 
ing which students will get to live 
in these homes next year. Word 
of mouth is powerful, and surely 
there will be students clamouring 
to be selected for this nearly ideal 
living situation. 

However, this problem is yet 
another blessing in disguise for 
Redeemer’s more-than-capable 
Student Life Department. The in- 
augural year of the Kitty Murray 
Lane dorm experience was an ab- 
solute success, and the planned 
improvements will be “icing on 
the cake” for these already-ex- 
traordinary dorms. oe 


The inaugural year of the Kitty Murray Lane dorm experience was 
an absolute success, and the planned improvements will be “icing 
on the cake” for these already-extraordinary dorms. 


PHOTO SNOOZE IN BRIEF 


Abave: Paper emerges from 
the printer, proving that 
Mt is not, in fact, jammed. 
Far those who missed this 
historic event, it took place 
a 11:37 a.m. on Monday, 
April 11, 2005. Line-ups for 
the working printer stretched 
through the library and out to 
the mailboxes. 


Below: Three students from different year-levels sit and eat 
at the same cafeteria table. They reportedly discussed the 
pressing issues of first-year persecution and fourth-year 
soup theft. 


Above: It is truly 
an exciting day 
when punch and 
fruit are served in 
room 111. 


Left: An ashamed 
and anonymous 
student wears 
white socks with 
black shoes, 
committing a 
known fashion 
faux pas. She was 
later kicked out of 
her first-year dorm. 


Right: 
A garbage Left: Through a 
can full of library window, 
recyclable a large machine 


paper. works loudly. 
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Profs Go[heen]ing to 
Cook up fulfillment 
elsewhere in response to 
Muslim fundamentalism 
creeping in 


BY RACHEL VAN GEEST 


Several exciting construction projects 
have been overtaking Redeemer lately. One 
of these projects is the construction of what 
appears to be a church on the north side of 
the campus. While these innovations have 
stirred up excitement among many in the 
Redeemer community, they are coming at 
a high cost—and not only financially, as 
many originally believed. 

Believe it or not, four members of 
Redeemer’s most revered faculty are mak- 
ing immediate plans to find the nearest 
Redeemer exit, due to the recent turmoil 
over a particular construction project. 

For quite some time, there have been ru- 
mours that the church building is intended 
to be the new home of Fellowship Christian 
Reformed Church, which presently meets 


SEE “MOSQUE,” P. 
nd staid community. 
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The structure being erected near Redeemer’ property, 
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Improvement Even 


Possible for the Kitty 
Murray Dorms? 


Inaugural year is a roaring success for new off- 
campus housing location 


BY JACQUELINE 
DONKERSLOOT 


This past school year, 
Student Life experiment- 
ed with housing on-campus 
Students in homes on Kitty 
Murray Lane. This move was 
necessary as there were a lim- 
ited number of residences on 
campus for those first and sec- 
ond-year students, who were 
not allowed to pursue inde- 
pendent living elsewhere. 
The project turned out to be a 
roaring success. 

Two homes were filled 
with eager second-year stu- 
dents who had been rejected 
from their first, second, and 
third dorm choices but were 
keen to move into the almost- 
finished houses. They real- 
ized that the longer walk to 
school along the uneven mud 
path would be worth the ex- 
perience of living in isolation, 
away from the noise and cha- 
os of the on-campus parking 
lots. 

The Clown has surveyed the 
residents of these “dorms” 
and has found that they 
are, for the most part, very 
pleased with the past year. 


However, they 
did have a few 
suggestions to 
be taken into 
consideration 
for the sake 
of those who 
will live in the 
homes _ next 
year. 
ty Ah 4.8 
Student Life 
Department 
has read the 
results of this 
survey, and it 
has_ reported 
to The Clown 
that they will 
take these 
suggestions 
very seriously. 
Student Life reports that, as 
a result of these minor griev- 
ances from the otherwise-per- 
fectly grateful and content 
residents, they will add the 
following “frills” to the Kitty 
Murray dorms to make liv- 
ing in them even more com- 
fortable. 

Construction: Student Life 
has declared a new goal for 
these houses: they will be 
ready to live in by the time 


originally believed to be the new building for Fellowship Christian 
Reformed Church, has recently been revealed to be an Islamic Mosque. This fact is causing some concern among the Redeemer 


school begins. This means 
that, by the first day of class- 
es next September (housing 


assistants will again need to 
make other arrangements 
during their training week), 
any summer renovations will 
be nearing completion, and 
there should be only a few 
step ladders and loose boards 
on the floors and staircases. 
Residents will even be pro- 
vided with free tetanus shots 
in the event that they step ona 
nail, and they will also be giv- 
ena pair of steel-wool slippers 
as a preventative measure. 

Completed Renovations: 
Next year, all of the rooms 
will be completed; therefore, 
each room won't have any 
more than three people in it. 
There is even hope that most 
of the bedrooms will be paint- 
ed. The current towel-and- 
thumbtack arrangement will 
be replaced by actual curtains, 
and decorators will consider 
matching the curtains to the 
stylish faux-wood panelling 
in the living room (which is, 
of course, central to the over- 
all décor). 
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